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Helping hands 


NECC hopes for 
stimulus money 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


With the $787 billion federal eco- 
nomic stimulus package approved by 
Congress in February, NECC is hoping 
some of that money will soon come 
their way, but not too hopeful. 

“It has the promise of greatly 
reducing our budget problem, but 
given the other demands in our state 
I’m not very hopeful,” President David 
Hartleb said. 

Massachusetts has allocated $813 
million for education, but that money 
has to be split among K-12 schools and 
also between all the state and commu- 
nity colleges. 

According to Vice President of 
Administration and Finance Sue 
Wolfe, the amount for higher educa- 
tion could be from $100 million to 
$400 million over a three year period. 
The amount NECC will receive has yet 


Julie icy photo 
Artwork from Instructor Lance Hidy’s Digital Imaging Photoshop class is 


displayed on the third floor of Spurk building. 


to be determined. 

“Any money we get is much appre- 
ciated, but we do need to level people’s 
expectations around this,’ Wolfe said. 

NECC could also tap into money 
designated in the stimulus package to 
promote green energy and sustainability. 

The money NECC receives could 


come for projects’on the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses deemed “shovel 
ready” by the state. 

According to Wolfe, the college 
has submitted a number of projects to 
the state they felt met the definition. of 
“shovel ready,” which means the proj- 
ect has to be ready to go and be com- 
pleted within 24 months. 

According to Wolfe, the projects 
NECC has in line include a $5.8 mil- 
lion renovation to the first floor of the 
library, energy efficient lighting for the 
sport and fitness center, $1.5 million 
for window replacement in the Spurk 
building, solar panels for the roofs of B 
and E buildings and a $2.4 million 
request for demolition and hazardous 
material removal at the new Allied 
Health and Technology building in 
Lawrence. 

“We have done a lot of back- 
ground work, to the extent if we have 
federal stimulus money we have plans 
in hand and we’re ready to execute on 
the projects very quickly,” Wolfe 
said. 

Wolfe said that she had received a 
call from Congresswoman Niki 
Tsongas last week stating that the 
new Allied Health and Technology 
building in Lawrence is one of her pri- 
ority projects. 


Heigh-ho! It’s off to work we go...at Disney 


Internship opportunity 
offers credit, pay 


By BRITTANY ANZALONE 
_ Correspondent 


The famous words by Walt 
Disney, “If you can dream it, you can 
do it,” have never rang more true in 
the lives of college students looking 
for an internship opportunity. 

And the magic all begins at the 
Walt Disney World Resort. 

“Imagine having the freedom to 
ride Space Mountain before heading 
to work,” John Stephenson, the 
extremely animated college recruiter 
and alumni of the Disney College 
Program, stated at his presentations 
to a lively audience of NECC stu- 
dents at the Technology Center on 
Feb. 26 arid 27. Students’ hard work 
is rewarded with free admission to 
any of the theme parks during their 
one semester stay. 

Originally created over 25 years 
ago, the Disney Program has expand- 
ed from 400 to 7,000 students recruit- 
ed a semester from all around the 
United States. It has since expanded 
to the Disneyland California Resort 
in Anaheim which opened in 1955, 
) giving students an option to live tem- 
porarily on whichever coast they pre- 


fer. After being selected to participate 
in the program and making their deci- 
sion of which park they want to be a 
permanent “cast member” of, stu- 
dents will be introduced to three 
major components of this magical 
experience: living, learning and earn- 
ing. 

At. Disney World, independence 
is encouraged but community living 
is essential. Upon arriving in sunny 
Florida, students are required to 
reside at a gated and security protect- 
ed Disney housing complex. 
Depending on preference, these fully 
furnished apartments range from one 
to four bedrooms with up to a maxi- 
mum of seven roommates. A weekly 
utility bill is automatically deducted 
from an individual’s paycheck and 
the amount being charged depends on 
the size and amount of occupants 
sharing the apartment. But the bene- 
fits of this pre- arranged living facili- 
ty are ones to take advantage of. 
Students are granted free transporta- 
tion via shuttle bus to anywhere they 
need to go such as the grocery store, 
mall or work. Internet access, unlim- 
ited visits to the gym and pool, as 
well as cable are all included. 

*“You meet so many people and it 
is probably the best thing I ever did,” 
says student Senedya Morel. As the 
famous ride proudly sings, “It’s a 
small world after all.” 

For those who do not follow 


Jiminy Cricket’s advice of “Let your 
conscience be your guide,” all stu- 
dents under the legal drinking age of 
21 are required to inhabit a Wellness. 
Apartment located in the same vicin- 
ity as the regular apartments with the 
added rule of alcohol not being 
allowed. 

Disney World may seem like an 
environment that is only fun and 
entertaining but it also is educational. 
At this institution, students are given 
the ability to take courses outside of 
the realm of their regular school 
schedule at Disney University where 
they will expand their networking 
skills to further prepare them for any 
major they choose to pursue a career 
in. Those who choose to sign up for 
the “Marketing You” program will 
learn how to improve their communi- 
cation skills, gain self-esteem, be a 
team leader and even build their 
resume. For individuals who prefer a 
more hands on approach to learning 
and want to pursue a career in a spe- 
cific area of entertainment, the 
“Professional Development Studies” 
program introduces students to a 
behind the scenes tour of the theme 
parks and firsthand knowledge that 
can not be attained anywhere else. 
Vice presidents and executives of 
major Disney corporations also fre- 
quently visit to share their knowledge 
and give tips on how to help students 
discover their true passions. 


> 


“Tt is a wonderful opportunity 
and a unique experience,” said Sue 
Chory, Career Planning Coordinator. 
“Tt gives students the opportunity of 
staying employed with Disney while 
still in school.” 

The final part of the Disney expe- 
rience is earning. Unlike most appli- 
cations for employment, Disney 
gives students choices of over 20 dif- 
ferent possible job positions all based 
on their own interests. Individuals 
interested in working outdoors on a 
theme park ride can choose a job in 
attractions while those who prefer to 
be indoors can work in merchandis- 
ing. Other available positions 
include: housekeeping, food and bev- 
erage, and hospitality. The average 
work week consists of between 30 to 
50 hours with earnings ranging from 
$7.22 to $8.25 an hour. No matter 
what job is chosen, these lucky stu- 
dents will be working in the heart of 
Disney interacting with guests and 
fellow workers all at the place where 
dreams come true. 

“The internship was a lot of fun, 
and a lot of hard work,” said Morel. _ 

There a few minor requirements 
needed to be met before one can par- 
ticipate in this exciting program. A 
student of NECC must have at least a 
2.0 GPA and have completed one 
semester of study. 

For more information, contact 
Sue Chory at schory@necc.mass.edu. 


Disney Company courtesy photo 
NECC 
intern with Mickey at the 
“happiest place on earth” 


students can 


through _—ithe 
College Program. 


Disney 


Page 2 


NECC Observer March 11, 2009 
ae 


Not hiring 


It was announced this past week 
that the unemployment rate has 
reached a 25 year high, at 8.1 per- 
cent of Americans without a job. 
More and more this is affecting stu- 
dents who once held the entry level 
jobs in areas that have long been the 
stronghold of young people, like 
retail and food service. Now these 
jobs are increasingly hard to find. In 
the current economy, the jobs that 
were once held primarily by high 
school and college students are 
being competed for by out of work 
people from across all ages and 
walks of life. 

For students who may be in this 
situation, the fact that you are here 
at NECC is one of the wisest moves 
you can make in your financial, and 


future career, life. In this difficult 
job market, the best thing you can 
do is stay in school. Your best 
investment is the investment in your 
education. This is especially true 
with the value of the education, both 
financially and academically, you 
are receiving here at NECC. 

The statistic that is always 
thrown around is that college gradu- 
ates earn an average of $1 million 
more over the course of their career. 
Think about how much money that 
is. With the econonomic stimulus 
plan recntly passed by: Congress it 
was said that everyone will see an 
average of $13 more in their pay- 
check every week. With a college 
degree, it would be about $500 more 
in your paycheck every week. In this 
economy, a college degree is the 
ultimate economic stimulus pack- 
age. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit.a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


- How do you deal with the stress of 


midterms? | 


Alex Edny,*Writing 


Joseph Mendelsohn, English 
“I don’t know. I don’t stress. By “I eat away my worries. I become 
just studying.” fluffy.” 


ae SS i 


Chris Hassard, Journalism 
“T don’t stress out.” 


Photos/Interviews by Hansel Lopez a i. 


Arthur Finke, Accounting 
“Tm patient about it. Don’t get 
too anxious and study.” 


David McDermott, Business 
Transfer 

“Depends on how I’m doing. 
Make sure that you're not coming 
behind the eight ball. I’ve made 
that mistake before so I know how 
it feels.” 


Mic Booth, Chemical | 
Engineering 

“I take time for recreational pur- 
poses. I’ve been going to school 
for long enough that I know 


stress doesn’t help you.” 
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Ignorance is everywhere |Who is this guy? 


Homophobia is alive 
and well in the most 


_ unexpected places 


By HANSEL LopEz 
Opinion Editor 


It was a sad 
day -in video 
gaming history. 
I may not be a 
hardcore gamer 
or spend astro- 
nomical 
amounts of 
time playing 
online, but I’m 
a fan of video 


- game culture and have grown up with 


it. On Feb. 26 a gamer known as 
Teresa had her Xbox Live account 
suspended for simply stating in her 
profile that she was a lesbian. One 
would think that an online communi- 
ty of video gamers would have a lit- 
tle more sense and acceptance for 
other lifestyles. 

Xbox parent company Microsoft 
is quickly trying to dismiss the event 
as an error and it is justifiable 
because of their policy regarding 
Xbox Live profiles. _ 

A statement released by 
Microsoft says “As stated in the 
Xbox Live Terms of Use, a member 
may not create a gamertag or use text 
in other profile fields that include 
comments that look, sound like, 
stand for, hint at, abbreviate, or insin- 
uate content of a paterially sexual 
nature. 2” 

Before Teresa’s an was sus- 
pended she claims she was harassed 
by other players because her admit- 
tance to being a lesbian on the serv- 
Iceni SS . 

“They followed me- into the 


_ games and told all the players to turn 


me in because they didn’t want to see * 


that crap or their kids to see that crap. 
As if Xbox Live is really appropriate 
for kids anyways,” said Teresa in an 
interview with Consumerist Reports. 

Maybe I was in denial because 
being a gamer as well I didn’t want to 
be associated with said homophobic 
behavior. How come she was sus- 
pended yet the people who harrased 
and reported her to Microsoft haven’t 
been penalized or at least not by 
now? 

To make matters even worse after 
I finished reading the story on popu- 
lar video game news website 
lup.com I went down to the com- 
ments section and quickly realized 
that despite gamers being tech savvy 
and well informed for the most part, 
some of us are capable of saying 
some of the most ignorant things I’ve 
ever heard. Suddenly Teresa being 
harassed on Xbox Live was the least 
of her worries. 

There were some statements that 
really caught my eye, the first being 
from a lup subscriber known as 
HarvesterofSotrrow who said “Each 
and every homo I’ve met feels the 
need to spew their preference onto 
everyone around them in every way 
they can, from the clothes they wear 
to the bumper stickers on their cars. 
Every other sentence contains some 
kind of joke or hint aimed at directing 
the listener’s attention to the fact that 
they’re gay.” 

It gets worse, a post from a mem- 
ber known as klumminati probably 
made me dumber just from reading it. 
It stated “The straight people of the 
world unite. Gay people always push 
their sexuality on us like we care to 
know. seriously. We don’t have 


‘straight’ parades, of a non gayness 
flag, or even meetings about being 


straight (sans kkk). Why the [exple- 
tive] do we have to endure fags(yah I 
said it) always crying sexuality free- 
dom when they want to express it.” 
Yeah apparently these guys like 
to keep their gaming as manly and 


macho as possible. First of all does it 
even matter if Teresa is a lesbian? 
How does this affect the thousands of 
users of Xbox Live? I mean will it 
ruin the teenage power fantasy video 
game experience for people? And 
most importantly how does a gay per- 
son speaking his/her mind bother 
anybody? Last I checked gays and 
straights have the same right to free- 
dom of speech. 

I may not have an Xbox Live 
account but you have to be living 
under a rock to not know that there 
are worse things going on everyday 
on that service. What should really be 
the issue are the underage kids who 


‘ become the toughest guys in the 


world and will call you every racial 
and homophobic slur under the sun 
during heated “Halo” matches. 

Something else I want to throw 
out there is the fact that I didn’t use 
some of the worst stuff from the lup 
forum for this story, but due to dead- 
lines and an attempt to preserve read- 
er intelligence I decided to leave 
most of it out. However before you 
think that all of the comments were 
bad keep in mind that most of them 
were actually positive and disagreed 
with the’ decision of having Teresa 
suspended from the service. 

That being said if you’re curious 
and want to know how low certain 
individuals are willing to go check 
out lup.com and read the rest of the 
comments for the story. It’s unbeliey- 
able what people are willing to say 
when the Internet grants them 
anonymity to express their frighten- 
ing, twisted ideas. 

I plan on getting an Xbox 360 
soon and the first thing I will do is 
create an Xbox Live profile and in 
my gamertag I’ll state that ’m 
straight and see if that gets me sus- 
pended for simply expressing my 
sexuality. Will other straight mem- 
bers be bothered at the fact that ’m 
expressing my sexuality? 


Apparently Rush 
Limbaugh is the new 
Republican leader 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


What the hell happened tothe 
Republican Party? Apparently des- 
perate times do call for desperate 


measures. Or at least that’s the only . 


thing I can think of when I tune in to 
CNN in the morning and I see anoth- 
er story about Rush Limbaugh of all 
people being considered as the new 
conservative leader. 

My guess is that amidst the dire 
state the economy is in, the fallout 
from this past presidential election 
which saw John McCain lose in a 
landslide to Barack Obama has left 
some Republicans searching for 
something to believe in. They need 
something or someone to comfort 
them and make them feel empow- 
ered. 

The lack of a leader or larger fig- 
ure within the party can also attribute 
to why people are flocking to 
Limbaugh and his rants about liberal- 
ism destroying our country. McCain 
isn’t viewed as conservative enough 
to be a real presence anymore. Sarah 
Palin always makes a fool out of her- 
self when she opens her mouth in 
front of a camera and Mitt Romney 
doesn’t have that blue collar back- 
ground to win him any conservative 
fans. 

As far as I’m enced the 
Republicans should go with Texas 
Congressman Ron Paul to be the new 
face of the party. He’s very intelli- 
gent, well spoken and has years of 
political experience. But let’s face it, 
Paul probably has the same chances 
as Ralph Nader to make it-big in the 
U.S. political scene plus his opposi- 
tion to the war in Iraq and criticism of 


other conservatives won’t win him 
any supporters (don’t worry Paul 
you ll always have my vote though). 

So in the lack of any leaders 
Republicans decided to go with a car- 
toon of.a conservative. Enter 
Limbaugh. Why is he all of a sudden 
such a well respected and fearéd fig- 
ure in politics? As far as I’m con- 
cerned he’s merely a shock jock 
whose sole interest is stirring up 
some kind of controversy in order to 
keep his ratings up along with his $31 
million salary. 

Another interesting aspect of this 


is that Limbaugh is now feared by 


people who should be above him. 
Republican Party Chairman Michael 
Steele dismissed the notions of 
Limbaugh being the leader of the 
Republican Party and called him “an 
entertainer’ on CNN only to call him 
later and apologize for the whole 
thing. What’s the worse Limbaugh 
can do to you anyways mock you on 
his radio show? Are Republicans that 
brainwashed by a former drug addict 
that they dare not to cross him? 

I feel now it’s only a matter of 
time before Limbaugh’s many listen- 
ers begin to pick up his mantra of “I 
hope he fails” with regard to 
President Obama. I’m not sure if 
Obama will be successful as a presi- 
dent, but at least he can’t do worse’* 
than our last president. 

If the Republican Party wants a 
nonobjective, feminism opposing 
talk show host who is critical of glob- 
al warming as their new leader then 
be my guest. All you’re doing is mak- 
ing things too easy for the Democrats 
in future elections. Might as well call 
up Bill O’Reilly and Ann Coulter and 
let them know that they too can 
become a driving force in American 
politics. 


NECC and Amnesty International help raise 
‘money for Migrant Resources Center 


Dear Editor, 
_ Just before Christmas, Cecile 
Lumer, Director of the Migrant 


’ Resources Center in Naco, Mexico, 


walked out on the porch of her bor- 


_ der-town home in Bisbee, Arizona to 
find two packages. The largest parcel 


contained 204 pairs of Union-made 
new men’s white crew socks and the 
other 74 pairs of assorted white 
socks. The socks in the larger pack- 
age were purchased after a successful 
bake-sale by the NECC chapter of 
Amnesty International, and those in 


‘the smaller package were the result of 


student, faculty and staff donations. 
In the fall semester, Amnesty, 


- International of NECC launched a 


project to support Cecile Lumer’s 
Center after Professors Stephen 
Slaner and Andy Morse showed the 
Swiss documentary film EL Norte as 
part of their Human Rights Film 
Festival. This film chronicles the 
journey of Mexican and other Central 
Americans who put their lives at risk 
to cross the border to ”The North “ in 
search of a way out of poverty, unem-- 
ployment, and hopelessness. It is a 
lonely journey that most do not wish 
to take; knowing that they are leaving 
loved ones behind to fend for them- 
selves as they wait for news and 
money from The North. It is a jour- 
ney that some never-return from 
alive. 

Lumer was acutely aware of how 
many deaths occur among those try- 
ing to traverse the deserts of Arizona. 


She knew too that many of those 
detained by the U.S. Border Patrol 
were often returned to Mexico in the 
middle of the night, having no idea of 
their whereabouts, separated from 
family members, and .sometimes 
injured. Lumer knew that the human 
rights of these people had to be pro- 
tected. 

That is why Lumer and her staff 
located their center in a small build- 
ing in Naco, Mexico 200 yards from 
the Customs Office. The Center has 


been providing services to an average - 


of 1000 migrants a month. As soon as 
migrants walk into the building, they 
are greeted with a cup of soup and 
given a pair of new white socks for 
feet that may be bleeding from cactus 
spines, bruised, or cold. If the 
migrants are injured, they are sent to 
the Cruz Roja (Red Cross) across the 
street and from there on to the local 


hospital if the injuries are serious. A - 


new shelter houses those who are 
ready.to go back home, despite their 
poverty, knowing that border cross- 
ing is not a way to safety but to peril. 
Lumer works closely with the 
Mexican Consulate helping these 
people with transportation to begin 
the journey back to their point of ori- 


The project of providing white 
socks for the Migrant Resource 
Center was first introduced to 
Amnesty International (which has 
Professor Andy Morse as its faculty 
advisor) by ESL Professor Jane 


Thiefels, who had visited the Miggie 
Resource Center on a summer visit to 
Arizona. To students ‘who raised the 
question, “But aren’t we aiding ille- 
gal immigrants?” The answer was 
given that these are people whose 
very lives are in danger because of 
the situations they find themselves in 


at the border. The Center’s job is to 


take care of their human need, protect 
them from death or injury, aid them 
to see the dangers of such a crossing, 
and to lead them to the Mexican 
Consulate. that provides transporta- 
tion back home. 

It is obvious that individual lives 
are caught up in the larger political 
reality surrounding them. Border 


crossings had increased by 300 per- 


cent with the passage of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA). Now the migration is less 
because of increased border security 
on the part of the US government. 
However, now there are the drug 
wars that make life on the border no 
longer safe for most Mexicans. 

The socks we have sent are but a 
band-aid to the larger wounds con- 


fronting the two countries that lie 


side by side; however, the socks rep- 
resent the protection of the human 
rights ‘of people who have made hard 
choices and stand as a symbol of 
compassion and a recognition of our 
common humanity. 

Sincerely, 

Jane Thiefels 


Contin epidemic is deeply 
affecting our youth 


Dear Editor, 

My cell phone rang early Sat. 
morning, Dec. 27th. As I listened, I 
felt sick to my stomach, my heart 
started to race and a feeling of dread- 
fulness came upon me. 

“Justin’s dead!” “My baby’s 
dead!” My best friend Wanda’s worst 
fear had come true. At the tender age 
of 22, my friend’s son Justin was 
found dead in his room of a heroin 
overdose. His mother found him lay- 
ing in his bed lifeless and cold—a 
mother’s worst nightmare. 

I want to inform students and the 
community that we need to be aware 
of this terrible epidemic that is killing 
our youth. 

It seems like yesterday Justin and 
his brother Jonathan: were at their 
Hampton Beach cottage stomping on 
peanut shells and giggling making an 
awful mess. Justin, the energetic, 
happy-go-lucky kid. How could 
something so terrible have happened 
to him? 

The addiction for Justin started 
with the drug Oxy Contin. “Take on 
of these pills. It will give you more 
confidence and you'll make more 
money,” one of Justin’s coworker 
salesman told him. After the Oxy 


Contin got to be too expensive, Justin ° 


started snorting heroin, which is inex- 
pensive and has a more intense high. 
A lot of Justin’s friends also had the 
same addiction. They thought 
because they weren’t putting a needle 
in their arm, it was no big deal. Not 


too long after Justin started snorting 
heroin, one of his “friends” showed 
him how to inject the drug into his 
veins. 

Justin tried many times to stop 
using including cold turkey and 
detox, but the drug was just too pow- 
erful for him to fight. He lost his bat- 
tle with heroin. 

They say losing a child is worse 
than death itself-I truly believe it. 

There is an epidemic of Oxy 
Contin and Heroin use -in 
Massachusetts. And it is within a 
young population—between the ages 
17-26 years old. One of the reasons 
believed these youths are trying these 
drugs is because Heroin is now in a 
snortable form and 80-90, percent 
pure. Young people do not realize 
they can become addicted by -just 
experimenting with the drug. 
Sometimes it could begin with 
crushed up Oxy Contin and a bad 
choice. It doesn’t seem to matter 
where you live or how your parents 
raised you. Young people and com- 
munities need to be educated so that 
we can stop these premature deaths 
and all the suffering that comes with 
a family member with an addition. 

Please-if you know someone 
with a Oxy Contin or Heroin addic- 
tion, try to help or get help for them, 
not judge them, so they can have a 
chance at life. 

Sincerely, 

Madelyn Kidder 
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College should be more flexible 


Balancing school and 
personal issues can 


be a hassle 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Everyone 
graduates think- 
ing either, “Oh 
God I have to go 
to college or I'll 
be stuck at 
’ McDonalds,” 
ior, “Yay I can 
further my 
* opportunities in 
life with a 
degree.” The third smaller ratio that 
many don’t know about are the ones 
that go because not only do they have 
to for family but they do for only cer- 
tain classes. Its trouble when they get 
there and find out that they have to 
take at least three subjects two class- 
es in each that they do not like. 

These are the students that do so 


well in one subject but horrible in_ 


something that should be so easy. 
These are also the students that tend 
to not get a break. Community col- 
leges are around so that all people 
can get the education they want: 
Some go. directly out of high school; 
others wait years and years and 
sometimes well after having grand- 
children to return to or even begin 
school. The community college sys- 
tem is there because they know life 
happens and some people just can’t 
do all morning classes when they 
have two kids at home, and others 


can only go Saturdays because they 
have to work all day. These are the 
things the system understands, and 
that is great. 

The problem comes when these 
people can actually get back into the 
school systems and then life hits 
hard. A family death happens, a 
divorce, cancer or even just some un- 
diagnosable sickness. These people 
have to miss class and there are some 
teachers that understand this. They 
get that life happens; they themselves 
get sick and have family problems. 
But there are those teachers out there 
that see nothing but the classroom 
and the required work that needs to 
be done. Some even try to require 
perfect attendance even if the 
school’s usual syllabus says three 
absences or more is punishable. 
These are the teachers who don’t care 
if you are in the hospital for two 
weeks, to them you missed class and 
that is all there is to it. 

As previously stated though, not 
all teachers are like this. Some under- 
stand and give you time to make up 
the work. Usually not much time 
because this is a short amount of peri- 
od to be learning an entire class, but 
they still give you that chance. So 
now it comes down to working your 
ass off for those teachers that are 
willing to let you prove you want it, 
and the teachers who want you to 
drop the class or automatically drop 
you. : 

Everyone comes in knowing 
attendance is key to a successful edu- 
cation, but so is leniency. It some- 
times gets to the point where a person 
is afraid to get sick because then they 
may lose financial aid and not be able 


to return to school, which makes it 
hard to get better if you are sick 
because you are pushing yourself so 
hard to get to those classes and get to 
work and to get the homework done 
that you barely sleep and then your 
focus starts to go and doing the sim- 
plest thing like spelling your name 
becomes impossible. 

Having had this problem myself 
with being sick and dealing with both 
of these kinds of teachers is extreme- 
ly stressful and has backed even 
myself into the “I may not be able to 
return to school” corner because of 
having to go to court, being sick, hav- 
ing to go to the hospital, and at risk of 
losing financial aid, and that’s only at 
the age of 20. There are many reasons 
that people are now taking one year, 
two years, sometimes 10 years off 
from school just so they can get a 
steady low paying job to save money 
to go back, hope they remain healthi- 
er than ever, get a degree and be able 
to get a high paying job. 

It’s a vicious cycle that is never 
really going to end, because even 


with online classes things like power 


outages and the inability to pay one 
months bill for the internet causes 
problems for those who think they 
have found a safe haven to avoid 
missing class if they are sick. There 
should be a policy that all classes 
must have a site on blackboard so if a 
student is sick they can still see the 
lesson and get the work done. At first 
it would be a lot of work for the 
teachers, but in the end it would be a 
win win situation because more peo- 
ple would finish classes with better 
grades and less people would have to 
panic over losing financial aid or 
money for a class they paid for but 
then got dropped from. 
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Wrong place, wrong time 


for generator 


Newburyport doesnt 
need wind power. 


generator 


By BEN KNIGHT 
Correspondent 


A new wind-power generator in 
Newburyport has nearby residents 
outraged. People are saying that the 
200 foot structure is noisy, causes 
light pollution and is dangerous. 

The wind turbine, built behind the 
Mark Richie woodworking building 
in the industrial-park in Newburyport, 
right along the side of U.S. Route 
1,went up a month or so ago, and just 
began operating recently. 


which is a constant whirring sound 
known to keep human beings awake 
at night. Even more complaints are 
coming from residents who can’t 
seem to get used to the light flicker 
caused by the enormous blades on the 
turbine. Apparently the light flicker 
can cause nausea, and distract people 


from the corner of their eyes, which — 


brings a whole new idea into perspec- 
tive, drivers. 


The turbine is clearly visible from — 4 


Route 1, and I don’t know about you, 


but a giant swirling blade in the sky is 


enough to distract me from the long 
stretch of asphalt lying ahead of my 
vehicle. I could easily be drawn to the 
turbine, causing me to ram into the 


car in front of me: Don’t get me 
wrong, I am all for wind power, but 


People are saying that ike 200 foot 
structure is noisy, causes te pollution 


and is dangerous. 


According to Fran Larchen, a res- 
ident of Hill street nearby the wind 
turbine, other turbines have been 
reported to have caught on fire and 
have caused death as a result, and 
sixty instances of catastrophic struc- 
tural failure, in which “the whole 
thing goes down.” 

“Tt looks like it’s in my neighbors 
backyard,” says Hill street resident 
Joe Phillipone, “It’s really, really 
big.” 

Others complain of the noise, 


there is a time and place for every- 


thing, and, while it may be the right © 
time, the side of Route 1 in a residen- 


tial neighborhood is not the right 


place. There have been reports of © 
blades being thrown up to one third of — 
a mile, that’s as near as the train sta- 


tion, downtown Newburyport and the - 


Newburyport middle school. This tur- 
bine is not benefiting the community, 
which any eyesore should do, but is 
being used for profit by the Mark 
Richie Woodworking eS -not 


cools Ah 


é 


Why don t gays have 
the same rights as the 
rest of us? 


_ By JOSHUA THERRIEN 


Correspondent 


Gay men 
and women are 
just like you 
and me. They 


= the same 
movies and 
_ have some of 
the same 
dreams and 

aspirations. 
The only thing that makes them dif- 
ferent is to whom they are attracted 
and even that isn’t all that different. It 


' is, however, strictly personal. They 
- aren’t trying to convert anyone. They 


are simply trying to live their own 
lives with the same freedom and hap- 
piness that we are. Yet they don’t 
enjoy all of the same rights we enjoy. 

Marriage today is an institution 
where one person makes promises of 
love and commitment to another per- 
son. Whether those persons are male, 
female, or a mixture of the two has 
no impact on the institution itself. At 
www.hreactioncenter.org wedding 


‘registry, Mare and Joanna of New 


watch some of — 


We all deserve the same rights 


Haven, Conn. are a straight couple 
who boycotted marriage to show sup- 
port for gay men and women who 
couldn’t marry. They have since 


’ changed their minds and will be mar- 


ried on Aug. 8 and ask that donations 
to the Human Rights Campaign web- 
site be made instead of wedding gifts. 
Gay men and women seek what most 
of us seek: someone to care for; 
someone who cares for them; some- 
one who makes him/her happy. I fail 
to see where being gay comes into 
this at all. Even though couples 


.declare their love to whoever is will- 
ing to listen, marrying someone is © 


still a personal act. Therefore it 
should be beyond the scrutiny of sex- 
uality. If people are worried that gay 
marriage will somehow ruin the insti- 
tution, www.divorcerates.org says, 
roughly 50 percent of marriages end 
in divorce. It seems to me like allow- 
ing gay marriage would actually help 
the institution of marriage. 

One of the biggest struggles gay 
men and women face is adoption. 
According to the HRC website, only 
12 states in the whole country allow 
same sex couple to petition to jointly 
adopt a child. Children that are 
orphaned, given away, or abandoned 
deserve and need someoné to care for 
them just like any other child on this 
planet. Many grow up without that 
need being filled and are the worse 
for it. Human Health Services, 
www.bhs.gov says, “For all States, 


most of the children in foster care for 
24 months or longer at the start of the 
year were still in foster care by the 
end of the year. These findings sug- 
gest that there are children in’ foster 
care who are essentially growing up 
in the system.” 

Gay couples are more than will- 
ing to adopt children and care for 
them, but because of some ridiculous 
belief that being gay isn’t normal, the 
forces that be deny them without 
even the cursory inclination that is 
given to straight couples. What a vile 
world we live in that would rather 
allow a child to grow up without any- 
one to care for and guide him than 
allow, nay, encourage a gay couple to 
adopt him. 

We are all born different, in our 
own little ways, but we all deserve 
the same basic rights. I am both awed 
and sickened by the fact that in the 
21st century, something like gay 
rights is still an issue. Think of what 
we could accomplish if the money, 
time and energy spent fighting 
against gay rights were used appro- 
priately. The economy is damn near 
falling apart and yet we waste money, 
time and effort on a problem that is as 
simple as first grade math. I am not a 
member of the Gay/Straight Alliance. 
but I know unfair and unjust treat- 
ment when I see it. For more infor- 
mation about gay rights and issues go 
to www.hre.com 


All we need is a little patience 


Try to have a little 


consideration for 
others in the hallway 
By Nick SERMUKSNIS. 
Alt. Edge Editor 
. I at a 
dancing Rhino. 
Between class- 
i es you will find 


me performing 
an eloquent 
ballet in the 
effort to 
maneuver 
™ ~ through crowd- 

case ed halls. Not 
too crowded to cause indigestion or 
Armageddon but rather an intricate 
strategy of unconscious movers and 
shakers that you must coordinate 
with if you want to reach the class- 
room. This isn’t a community-wide 
epidemic though it does have a habit 
of showing up at the least opportune 
time. 

I was walking up a stairwell in 
the Spurk building when these two 
young men nearly collided with one 
another trying to get to the same loca- 
tion. There was enough space for 


‘them to avoid any form of physical 


contact yet there was immediacy to 
their steps. 
_ Not that the world couldn’t use 


more hugs, but a lot of people find 
themselves adjusting to unwanted 
body attention when squeezing 


through doorways-and other such 
tight locations where one person at a 
time works better than two. 

People need to slow down. I need 
to slow down. We need to readjust 
our pace and tur on our conscious- 
ness. I tried to wrap my head around 
why people seem to lose track of 
their surroundings, ebbing into a state 
of self-absorption. It’s not that people 


humanitarian consideration might 
seem a bit of a stretch but it starts in 
the smallest of places. There are 
forces in our world that are out of our 
control—right now, but we can work 
with what environment we co-exist in 
here, at Northern Essex. 

It’s easy to fall in to your own 
routine at a commuter school where 
you’re in one door and out the other 
(I’ve said this before, I think). There 
is such a diverse array of characters 
attending Northern Essex that I think 


“Se Ss A TS 


Paralleling hallway traffic with humani- 
tarian consideration might seem a bit of 
a stretch but it starts in the smallest of 


places. 


shouldn’t catalogue their woes and 
daily hardships but I think we’ve 
become so wrapped up in maintain- 
ing our own sense of security that 
we’re beginning to forget about oth- 
ers around us. 


Realistically, no one should feel 


responsible for another living being 
outside of their choosing but as mem- 
bers of the same species we do have a 
familial bond with one another 
whether acknowledged or not. The 
least we can do is be considerate. 
Paralleling hallway traffic with 


we need to pause for a moment and 
truly endear a sense of community in 
our humble, little community college. 

Be patient. Open your eyes. You 
have a solid 10 minutes between 
classes and according to an experi- 
ment I conducted it takes a little over 
a minute to walk from one end of the 
Spurk building to another. It only 
takes about three minutes to walk 
from Spurk to the Behrakis Student 
Center. Take in the sights and the 
people. Take in the walking, breath- 
ing culture. 


Ae We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


____ observer@necc.mass.edu 
a Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. _ 


NECC Observer 


in Venezuela 


An unbiased look at 
what life is actually 
like there 


By JEFFREY ORTIZ 
Correspondent 


Americans 
have different 
images of dif- 


ferent coun- 
tries, some 
positive and 


some negative. 
ine someone 


* were to say 
“what do you 
think of 


Venezuela,” most Americans would- 
n’t have anything nice to say about 
that country, and also vice-versa. 
Having spent two years in 
Venezuela, my image about this 
country has changed dramatically. 

I took a trip to Caracas, 
Venezuela to stay with my sister, 
because her mother unfortunately 
passed away and I wanted to be 
there with her. It was 2004 and I was 
just 14-years-old. We both have dif- 
ferent mothers and I had never seen 
her until that day. 

While my sister and her brother, 
George, picked me up from the air- 
part, she turned on the radio and I 
asked her who was talking on the 
radio and she told me that it was 
President Hugo Chavez. She told me 
that he was talking to the people of 
Venezuela and how he was going to 
protect them from the American 
imperialism_and that he would die 
trying to protect them. Now that’s 
dedication. 

During the beginning of his 
presidency, Chavez was very popu- 
lar despite what others might have 
thought. He used to go to poor vil- 
lages and towns giving food to the 
needy and talks regularly to the pub- 
lic. As if he is still campaigning to 
become president. Since the majori- 
ty of people living there are lower 
class citizens, they all supported 
him. I guess he tries. to appear every- 
where so that the people living there 
would get used to him. 

He also doesn’t take criticism 
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| What I learned from living 


lightly. While I was at my sister’s 
house, I was flipping through chan- 
nels trying to find out what the peo- 
ple watch here. As I was changing 
the channels, I stopped at one chan- 
nel that had Hugo Chavez again, but 
this time he was holding a sort of 
speech in front of a group of sup- 
porters wearing all red, symbolizing 
his party colors. Chavez was talking 
about a Venezuelan news network 
called Globovision, that had news 
that was criticizing him. I’m not 
quite sure what they said about him, 
but it had struck a chord with 
Chavez. He called them out and said 
they are “fascist” and that “they sup- 
ported terrorism.” I’m guessing that 
they wanted the people of Venezuela 
to overthrow him, but he wasn’t 
having it. 

Crime has changed dramatically 
as well. Crime in Venezuela at the 
time wasn’t a really big problem, 
since most of the people in the 
neighborhood all knew each other, 
there was little to no crimes occur- 
ring, but now it has become very 
dangerous. I talked to George about 
the crime in Venezuela and if it was 
true that it has become very danger- 
ous. 

He told me, “Yes, it has become 
a major problem here in Caracas and 
Venezuela in general. Since the 
guerrillas have come in, it has 
become difficult to do the things we 
used to do without having someone 
else to walk with you carrying a 
machete in the side of their pants to 
get some food for dinner.” 

My image of Venezuela has 
become a mixed bag of opinions, at 
the time I was there it was very 
calm, there wasn’t any thing to 
worry about other than what we 
were going to eat and where we 
were going out to, but now that 
image of the once peaceful 
Venezuela I experienced is now 
shattered. Now governed by a 
socialist president who has been 
accused of corruption and now vio- 
lence roaming the once neighborly 
dirt roads and streets of Venezuela. 
When I asked my parents to let me 
go to Venezuela and it was the way 
it was now, they would have never 
let me go. That gives you an idea of 
how the Latin American country has 
changed over the past few years. 


without leaving home! 


convenient for you! 


» Classes are held at convenient times for working professionals. 


ONLINE Business MANAGEMENT 
BACHELOR’S DEGREE COMPLETION PROGRAM 


+ The most convenient, cost-effective way to complete your 


Bachelor’s Degree in Business Management. 
- Save time, gas and money, and take classes at times that are 


Also offering a Westfield State Criminal Justice Bachelor's Degree Completion 
Program at Framingham State College, with classes held at convenient times for 


working professionals. 


For more information: 
Division of Graduate and 
Continuing Education 
(413) 572-8020 
wsc.ma.edu/dgce 


Westfield 


State College 
SINCE 1838 


Page 6 NECC Observer 


March 11, 2009 


a. 


Bone marrow drive . 


NECC’s Student Senate is 
holding bone marrow donor 
drives on the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses in the hopes 
of finding a match for hundreds of 
leukemia patients whose only 
hope of survival is a bone marrow 
stem cell transplant. 

The Lawrence drive will be 
held on Tuesday, March 10 from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. in the atrium of the 
Dimitry Building. The Haverhill 
drive will be held on Wednesday, 
March 11 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in 
the Spurk building lobby. 

Students, faculty and commu- 
nity members between the ages of 
18 and 60 can register to be a 
donor with a bloodless test. 
Participants must fill out a simple 
health questionnaire followed by a 
short screening interview, along 
with a mouth swab test. 

The cost of the test is covered 
by Massachusetts health insurance 
policies. Participants should bring 
their health insurance cards. 
Uninsured/out-of-state donors 
will not be turned away. 

The senate is working in con- 
junction with the Caitlin 
Raymond International Registry 
(CRIR), which has registered 
more than 5.5 million donors 
internationally. For more informa- 
tion, contact Jody Paciulan at 
OFT 8 = Se 6p 23 77-3290. £ 
jpaciulan@necc.mass.edu. 


Research paper 
workshop 


The Academic Resource and 
Tutoring Center is presenting a 
"Drafting Your College Research 
Paper" workshop on Wednesday, 
March 25 at 12 p.m. and | p.m. in 
room C216. Karl Chambers, a 
faculty member who is an award- 
winning published writer, will 
cover organizing research, creat- 
ing a thesis statement, outlining 
and drafting paragraphs. 


Financial seminar 


As part of the ongoing series 
of free financial sucess seminars, 
“3 Keys to Financial Sucess” 
will be offered on Thursday, 
March 12 at 12 p.m. in room 244 
on the Lawrence campus. For 
more information, contact the 
Student Engagement Center at 
978-556-3731. 


Book reading 


Brunonia Barry, New York 
Times bestselling author of “The 
Lace Reader,” will present a 
book reading and discussion on 
Wednesday, March 25 at 12 p.m. 
in room TC103B on _ the 
Haverhill campus. The NECC 
Women’s Network is sponsoring 
this event as part of Women in 
History month. The event is free 
and open to the public. For more 
information, contact Ginny 
Anderson at 978-556-3736. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information. to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


‘at night,” 


Ojito’s ‘Finding Manan2’ 


By CESAR SEGURA 
News Editor 


family left in a boat from Louisiana, which was 
chartered by Ojito's uncle. 
Upon her arrival to Miami, Ojito was very dis- 


‘appointed. 


Who would say that a Cuban refugee from the 
Mariel boatlift would eventually write for The New 
York Times and be a best-selling author? 

Mirta Ojito has gone through several phases and 
challenges in her life, one of them adapting to the 
American culture. After working for the Miami 
Herald and the prestigious New York Times, Ojito 
is now an Assistant Professor at Columbia 
University's Graduate School of Journalism. She 
has recently been traveling around American cities, 
most recently Lawrence, Mass., promoting her best- 
selling book, “Finding Mafiana: A Memoir of a 
Cuban Exodus.” 

Ojito gave a presentation on her book at the 
Lawrence campus on Thursday, March 5, as part of 
the White Fund speaker series. 

Ojito was born in 1964 in Havana, Cuba. Ojito 
lived in a Cuba dominated by communism, where 
people had few rights and were expected to do as 
they were told. Ojito described youth in Cuba as a 
militaristic youth, where everything was very well 
organized similar to the military. Ojito was always 
a good student as well as a good leader between her 
classmates. - 

“J was a communist pioneer at day, and a worm 
says Ojito. 

Ojito describes a worm as a term used in Cuba 
for Cubans who wanted to leave to the Island. Ojito 
was eventually forced to leave church, as Cubans 
were supposed to be “Atheists.” Once Ojito was 16 
she told her family that she wanted to leave Cuba, 
since her relatives had all told her great things about 
America. Ojito's family saw an opportunity to leave 
Cuba during the Mariel Boatlift, in which America 
let a number of refugees enter the country legally. 
As Ojito's family declared to leave Cuba, they lost 
all their belongings, and were seen as traitors by the 
Cuban government and their supporters. Ojito's 


break programs 
offered 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


Spring break typically brings to mind the image of 
bikini-clad coeds drinking and partying on a beach 
somewhere, but here at NECC, and at colleges across 
the country, a growing trend is emerging to take spring 
break from its hedonistic pleasures to a humanitarian 
purpose. 

Alternative spring break is a concept that means 
volunteering for spring break or heading to volunteer 
tourism destinations. NECC students who are staying 
local for break can help out the community through a 
series of volunteer opportunities planned for the week 
of break. On Monday, March 16, students will be 
voulunteering at the MSPCA animal shelter in 
Methuen from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Volunteers will help 
with spring cleaning and will also receive a complete 
tour of the facility. On Tuesday, March 17, volunteers 
will be at the Lazarus House assisting with a variety of 
projects from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. And on Wednesday, 
March 18, from 2 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. volunteers will 
help prepare and serve dinner at the Cor Unum meal 
center for community members in need: 

“With this year being tough on everyone’s budget 
it is something to do, not doing homework all week 
and something to feel good about,” Amy Zimmerman, 
assistant coordinator of student activities and engage- 
ment, said. 

Beyond staying home for spring break, students 
looking to go on their own alternative spring break 
can still get the “fun in the sun” spring break experi- 
ence by traveling to destinations such as Central 
America for conservation projects and the U.S. Gulf 
Coast for rebuilding efforts. Student travel agency 
STA Travel has seen increased numbers of students 
traveling to such alternative destinations for spring 
break. 

‘Companies and organizations like STA, United 
Way and Habitat for Humanity offer a variety of 
alternative spring break programs. 

“We are finding that each year more students are 
looking beyond the wet t-shirt competitions and the 
beach scene of Cancun and instead seeking out a dif- 
ferent type of experience (and) volunteering,” Sarah- 
Jane Wilton, spokeswoman for STA Travel, said. 

For more information about participating in 
NECC’s alternative spring break programs, contact 
Maureen Saliba at msaliba@necc.mass.edu or Amy 
Zimmerman at azimmerman@necc.mass.edu. . 


“Miami was a disappointment; I expected tall 
buildings and wide avenues. Miami looked pretty 
much like Cuba at the time,” said Ojito. 

But the disappointment in the infrastructure was 
the least of Ojito's worries; she faced two bigger 
problems which saddened her deeply. For the first 
four days, all Ojito could think about was how 
much she missed her native Cuba, and not knowing 
any English. 

“To leave one's country is an incredibly difficult 
thing to do” says Ojito. 

Ojito says there were times when she wanted to 
take the same boat back to Cuba. Ojito’s poor 
English cost her to graduate high school with a 2.2 
GPA, but it did not stop her. Ojito's thirst to learn 
English and succeed led her to enter Miami-Dade 
College, which she says, saved her life. 

“The people who were there were there because 
they wanted to be,” says Ojito. “Community col- 
leges are the real heroes of America, because their 
main priority is to educate and not to financially 
grow,” added Ojito. 

Ojito was beginning to understand the language 
in 1985, where she joined Florida Atlantic 
University via a scholarship she had earned. She 
graduated in Journalism and soon got a job at the 
Miami Herald. 

After nine successful years in the Miami 
Herald, Ojito received a phone call from the New 
York Times, where she was offered a job there. 
Without hesitation Ojito, packed and left to New 
York City. While in New York, Ojito fell in love 
with the city, and she remained highly popular 
because of her articles. In 2002, Ojito got a contract 
for her book, “Finding Manana.” 

“T wanted to write a book about my life here as 
an immigrant, and I knew that the place to start was 
finding the people that made my dream possible,” 
said Ojito. 


| Alternative spring 
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Courtesy photo 
Mirta Ojito presented her book on 
Thurday, March 5, at the cawronca 
campus. 


Ojito went on a quest to find all those people ~ 
who had helped her live her dream. One of the key 
characters in Ojito's book was the captain of the © 
boat she came in. The boat was name “Mafiana” 
which was where Ojito had gotten the title of her — 
book. After finding several people who had helped © 
her arrive to Miami, and so on, Ojito was able to 
finish her book. “Finding Mafiana” resulted in a~ 
best-selling book, which she is still promoting — 
around America. “Journalism is needed more than — 
ever, especially in democracy.” 
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National NeIDS 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 
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Stem-cell policy change’ 
liberating to researchers 


WASHINGTON- Eight years 
of frustration are close to an end 
for scientists seeking ways to use 
embryonic stem cells’ to combat 
illness and injury. 

On Monday, President Barack 
Obama planned ‘to reverse limits 
imposed by President George W. 
Bush on using federal money for 
research with embryonic stem 
cells: = 

The long-promised move will 
allow a rush of research aimed at 
one day better treating, if not cur- 
ing, ailments from diabetes to 
paralysis, research that is has 
drawn broad support, including 
from notables like Nancy Reagan, 
widow of the late Republican 
President Ronald Reagan, and the 
late Christopher Reeve. 

“T feel vindicated after eight 
years of struggle, and I know it's 
going to energize my research 
team,” said Dr. George Daley of 
the Harvard Stem Cell Institute 
and Children's Hospital of Boston, 
a leading stem cell researcher. 

But the research is controver- 
sial because days-old embryos 
must be destroyed to obtain the 
| cells. They typically are culled 

from fertility-clinic leftovers oth- 
erwise destined to be thrown away. 
Under Bush, taxpayer money 
for that research was limited to a 
small: number of stem cell lines 
_ that were created before Aug. 9, 
2001, lines that in many cases had 
some drawbacks that limited their 
potential usability. 


Telescope in space to 
find other Earths 

CAPE. CANAVERAL, Fia.- 
NASA's planet-hunting telescope, 
Kepler, rocketed into space Friday 
night on a historic voyage to track 
down other Earths in a faraway 
patch of the Milky Way galaxy. It's 
the first mission capable of answer- 


worlds like ours out there? 

Kepler's mission will last at 
least 3 1/2 years and cost $600 mil- 
lion. The goal is to find, if they 
exist, Earth-like planets circling 
stars in the so-called habitable zone 
- orbits where liquid water could be 
present on the surface of the planets. 
That would mean there are lots of 
places out there for life to evolve, 
Borucki said. 

On the other hand, "if we dontt 
find any, it really means Earths are 
very rare, we might be the only 
extant life and, in fact, that will be 
the end of 'Star Trek.'" 

Once it's settled into an Earth- 
trailing orbit around the sun, Kepler 
will stare nonstop at 100,000 stars 
near the Cygnus and Lyra constella- 
tions, between 600 and 3,000 light 
years away. The telescope will 
watch for any dimming, or winks, in 
the stellar brightness that might be 
caused by orbiting planets. 

Astronomers already have 
found more than 300 planets orbit- 
ing other stars, but they're largely 
inhospitable gas giants like Jupiter. 
Kepler will be looking for smaller 
rocky planets akin to Earth. 


ing the age-old question: Are other | ° 
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Life long learning hosts party each week 


By RYAN JACKSON 


Correspondent 


The bitter cold and uninviting 
winds have kept the majority of stu- 
dents trapped indoors this winter and 
overcome with boredom. With the 
days as long and cold as ever, spring 
and its warm charm remain suspended 
in the distance, and the jaded masses 
are losing hope. The Life Long 
Learning program however, has organ- 
ized some events on campus that with 
any luck could help spring come that 
much quicker. 

_St. Patrick’s Day came early this 
year with Life Long Learning, which 
held their annual party on March 5. 
This is considered one of their most fun 
and happiest parties of the year and has - 
always had an excellent turnout. There 
was food and drinks, as well as music 
for people to sing and dance to. 

On March 12, Life Long Learning 


~ will host a more unique event. Scott 


Gregorian, a third generation member 
of his family will share his wealth of 
knowledge on the art of oriental rugs. 
This is an opportunity to become a bit 
more cultured and to get a better 
insight at the immense amount of skill 
and time that goes into this art. 
Towards the end of the month, 
March 19, Life Long Learning will be 
hosting a fan favorite event known as 


the “Red Hat Specials”. These specials 


usually consist of entertainment and 
food with the purpose of donating non- 
perishables to the soup pantry in 
Haverhill. Ron Chase will provide the 
entertainment at this event with his 
keyboard and singing. Attendance is 
expected to be roughly about the same 
as usual which is about 200 people, and 
guests are asked to bring a plate of 
cookies or pastries. 

To finish off the month, Andy and 
Gus Reusch and their sisters, Mary 
Horan and Kate Howshan, all retired 
teachers, will be presenting a program 
in observation of Pulitzer Prize win- 


ning poet, Robert Frost. It will be held 
on March 26, which would be Frost’s 
135th birthday. All four members of 
this family were born and raised on 
Prospect Hill in Lawrence, which was 
Robert Frost’s hometown. Selections 
of his poems will be read and then dis- 
cussed by each of the presenters. 

A common misconception about 


- Life Long Learning is that the program 


is reserved for senior citizens. 

“T thought it was just for old peo- 
ple”, said NECC student Andrew Anc, 
20, Groveland, when asked if he had 
ever considered attending any events. 

While the program may be target- 
ed and designed for senior citizens, 
Life Long Learning’s hopes are that 
students of all ages will feel free to 
attend and enjoy the festivities as well. 
The month of March will be host to 
four parties, one each week, so they’ ll 
be plenty of chances to try something 
new. Each event with Life Long 
Learning will take place on a Thursday 
at 2 p.m. in room TC 103. 


Alumni offer keys to a successful business 


By MICHAEL ANDERSON 
Correspondent 


With the economic climate in such 
disrepair, one student asked the guest 
speakers an interesting question of, 
“What is the best strategy for a busi- 
ness in today's economy?” All the pan- 
elists agreed that going out and meet- 
ing people is one of the best ways to 
make a business-successful. 

For about 50 people, mostly stu- 
dents, who piled into the Technology 
Center on Feb. 26, they all learned that 
tunning a successful business is no 
easy task. Success can depend on how 
solid a person's marketing strategy is, 
and how well they network. Those 
were some of the topics that were dis- 
cussed by four local business owners 
and former graduates of Northern 
Essex Community College during the 
third Entrepreneurship Panel 
Discussion. One of the panelists, 
Catherine Chang, said meeting people 
is one of the main reasons why her 
business, Chang's Tae Kwon Do, in 
Bradford and Methuen is such a suc- 
cess: ue 

“For me, getting out into the com- 
munity and meeting people was one of 
the main reasons why my business 
flourished. For-any business to suc- 
ceed, networking is very important.” 

Chang also knows that to meet 
people, a person must be willing to 
take action. If they just sit around, and 
don't do anything, then their business 
will fail. People must be willing to get 
up, take the next step, and the steps that 
follow until they accomplish what they 
want. 

Nancy Clover, founder of 
Occupational Health Connections, a 


medical staffing agency, also said that 
meeting people is very important. 
However, she cautioned people to 
never look for the quick buck, and 
instead go out and look for long term 
relationships. 

“T highly encourage people to do 
community service and join clubs at 
their schools. Join committees, volun- 
teer, work on your resume, and join 
business associations. Do whatever 
you need, to network and promote your 
business.” 

Clover also said learning new 
skills, like doing internships and taking 
extra math courses, will help someone 
out a lot in the future as well. Plus, to 
improve networking skills, people 
should also learn some business eti- 
quette. This will also help a person's. 
networking, because they will know 
how to talk to people and make busi- 
ness presentations. - 

“Always say please and thank 
you. Make eye contact, and always 
make yourcustomers feel special.” __ 

After some humor and laughs from 
the audience, Clover talked about her 
“25 Random Thoughts About 
Business” and one of those thoughts 
touched base on the cheapest way to 
advertise one's company. 

“Making business cards is the 
cheapest form of advertising, and you 
also have to make sure the name of 
your business is meaningful too.” 

When Blaise Coco, founder of the 
real estate giant Coco, Early & 
Associates, spoke, he said there are 
many places to promote a business. In 
fact, many of those ways are quite 
inexpensive. He said that besides net- 
working, volunteering at places also 
helps as well. When a business helps 
out in the community, people see it and 


hear about it. 

Another inexpensive avenue that 
should be explored is the internet. 
Almost everyone uses the internet 
these days, so it's a smart idea to adver- 
tise on a place where many people con- 
gregate. 

“A person can save hundreds, and 
even thousands of dollars just by 
advertising on the internet. In fact, 
almost 86 percent of buyers start out on 
the internet,” he said. 

Coco’s networking and marketing 
strategies must be working in some 
way, as his company has brought in 
almost $2 billion in sales since he 
founded the company back in 1997. 

Like Nancy Clover, when Tim 
Coco went up to speak, he promoted 


the business card theory. He said thé - 


first thing people see and will remem- 
ber is the logo of the company on the 
card. He said to make the logo interest- 
ing and unique, as it is something that 
will distinguish one company from 
another. 

“Take your time and put some 
thought in when creating the logo. This 
is one of the most important parts of 
marketing your business. If people see 
that your logo and message of the com- 
pany is consistent, then they will get 
interested. If the message is confusing, 
then you aren't ready yet,” he said. 

Like the three other panelists, Tim 
believes that going out and meeting 
people is the key to getting a business 
going. 

To some people, this discussion is 
the type of education that can't be 
found in a classroom, ofr as 
Entrepreneurship Professor Pat 
Morrow put it: “Instead of reading a 
book, seeing people who have done 
stuff makes a huge difference.” 


Contemporary Affairs club goes to Washington 


By KELSEY REDDEN 


Correspondent 


Down the hall, past the Jitters 


Café, in room C107, is where you | 


can find the Contemporary Affairs 
Club every Wednesday at noon. 
~ On Wednesday, Feb. 25 the club 
had an in-depth conversation about 
the Washington D.C. trip. 
President of the club Joe Donlon 
shared his favorite part of the trip, 


“The Changing of the Guard.” He ’ 


then shared with us a several-minute 
long video of the event on Facebook 
that someone had videotaped on the 
trip. Everyone agreed that the trip 
was most enjoyable. There was much 
laughter and enthusiasm as everyone 


shared their stories. 

Although the Washington trip 
was a success, a heated conversation 
broke out about the meeting they 
attended with the World Affairs 
Council. Upon meeting and speaking 
directly with the ambassadors, many 
feel that the ambassadors were hesi- 
tating to answer the questions they- 
were being asked. While most of the 
ambassadors avoided answering the 
questions, the Club felt that the 
Canadian ambassador, Michael 
Wilson, was straightforward with his 
answers and spoke very well. 

Some believe that the overall 
presentation with the World Affairs 
Council was boring and “a way for 
individuals with money to feel spe-. 
cial.” 


Others were quite impressed. 
Professor Lis Espinoza’ stated her 
side of the argument by saying that 
the presentation was very one per- 
spective and that she was being put to 
sleep by it. Others argued that the 
presentation was very interesting and 


' that they learned a lot. 


As the discussion intensified, 
President Donlon picked up his gavel 
and hit the desk to calm everyone. 
Silence quickly filled the room as 
everyone heard the loud knock, fol- 
lowed then by laughter. Donlon then 
said, “What happens in Washington 
stays in Washington.” Everyone 
agreed that although some did not 
enjoy the World Affairs Council 
meeting, they were all very honored 
to be a part of it. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Spring breakers 
warned to avoid Mexico 


PHOENIX- The U.S. State 
Department and universities around 
the country are warming college 
students headed for Mexico for 
some spring-break partying of a 
surge in drug-related murder and 
mayhem south of the border. 

More than 100,000 high school 
and college-age Americans travel 
to Mexican resort areas during 
spring break each year. Much of the 
drug violence is happening in bor- 
der towns, and tourists have gener- 
ally not been targeted, though there 
have been killings in the big spring- 
break resorts of Acapulco and 
Cancun, well away from the border. 

The State Department stopped 
short of warning spring breakers 
not to go to Mexico, but advised 
them to avoid areas of prostitution 
and drug-dealing and take other 
commonsense precautions. 

“Sage advice,” said Tom 
Mangan, a spokesman for the fed- 
eral Bureau of Alcohol; Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives. “We have 
had documented violence, attacks, 
killings, shootouts with the drug 
cartels involving not only the mili- 
tary but law enforcement person- 
nel. It is indiscriminate violence, 
and certainly innocent people have 
been caught up in that collateral 
damage.” 

Mexico's drug cartels are wag- 
ing a bloody fight among them- 
selves for smuggling routes and. 
against government forces, carry- 
ing out massacres and dumping 
beheaded bodies in the streets. 
More than 6,000 people were killed 
in drug violence in Mexico last 
year. 

Despite the bloodshed, the 
number of foreign tourists visiting 
Mexico surged to 23 million in 
2008, up 5.9 percent from the year 
before, spurred in part by the tum- 
bling value of the peso. 


Palestinian PM Fayyad 
submits resignation 


RAMALLAH, West Bank- 
The Palestinian prime minister 


submitted his resignation 
Saturday, a move that could help 
pave the way for an elusive 
power-sharing deal between 
Palestinian moderates and mili- 
tants. 

Salam Fayyad was appointed 
prime minister by Western- 
backed Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas in June 2007, in 
response to the violent takeover 
of Gaza by the Islamic militant 
Hamas. Abbas and the Fayyad 
government control the West 
Bank, while Hamas continues to 
tule Gaza, despite a recent three- 
week Israeli military offensive 
there. 

Fayyad's decision was meant 
as a confidence-building meas- 
ure, ahead of the resumption of 
Palestinian reconciliation talks on 
Tuesday in Cairo. Negotiators 
from Hamas and Abbas’ Fatah 
movement are trying to form a 
transition government that is to 
prepare for elections by January 
2010. 
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Five fashions I love. Five I loathe. 


Fashions that are 
fine and fashions that 
should be fined 


By PATRICIA SMITH 
Features Editor 


Recently I’ve been able to dress 
more the way that I like to thanks to 
some of my favorite stores opening up 
in my local mall. I’m not trying to 
label myself as some sort of a fashion 
guru, but I have been receiving a ton 
of compliments-lately on a lot of the 
outfits that I have been wearing. And 
the best part about all of it? You don’t 
have to break the bank to wear them. 
So without further ado I present you 
with some of my favorite fashionable 
trends of 2009 that you don’t have to 
break the bank with. 

1) Scarves — I’m not talking about 
the kind that you wear in order to bear 
the cold. I’m talking about the light 
kind that you can wrap swiftly around 
your neck. You-can spice up any dull 
or boring outfit simply by just adding 
a scarf to it. These are great fashion 
fixes for blaise last minute choices 
that you just happened to throw 
together right before school or work. 

2) Headbands — In order to wear 
them you have to have a bit of confi- 
dence. And you have to be able to pull 
them off. My coworkers used to wear 
them all of the time as a quick fashion 
fix to their locks to spice up even the 
dullest dress code oriented outfits. 

3) Black pumps with thick ankle 


straps- I recently bought a pair of my 
own from Forever 21 and tried them 
out for a night out on the town (seeing 
as I absolutely adored them). I 
received at least seven compliments 
from complete random strangers, 
three of them being men (who were 
being absolutely dead serious). My 
friends and I concluded by the end-of 
the night that these shoes might be 
able to cause world peace. Although 
Forever 21 may no longer be carrying 
them, you can still pick up a cute pair 
of Cage heels that are just as cheap. 
And, I just wanted to add that I’ve 
noticed that a lot of women have been 
wearing high ankle boots lately. I have 
no opinion on them. 

- 4) Pencil skirts — These skirts can 
flatter just about anyone. They are 
long enough to cover up your legs, 
making them workplace appropriate, 
but short enough to not act as an extra 
mop on the ground. 

5) Cowl neck sweaters — These 
are really flattering and a great look 
for appearing clean cut and sophisti- 
cated. So if you want to appear clean 
cut or sophisticated, wear them (even 
though the person underneath them 
may not be). 

Now that I’ve told you about the 
fashions that I love, I thought that I 
would tell you about the fashions that 
I loathe. Because really, what is an 
article without it being fair and bal- 
anced? 

1) High waisted jeans — You know 
them. You’ve seen them. You might 
even like them? However, don’t be 
fooled by these ones. High waisted 
jeans do not look good on anybody. 
Let me reiterate that: high waisted 


Zimmerman adds a 
helping hand to NECC 


Brings student lead- 
ership knowledge to 
campus 


By THOMAS KIENJE 
Correspondent 


Amy Zimmerman is the real 
deal, and the only thing greater than 
her individual drive for success is her 
ability to constantly seek out ways to 
help the student community 


in Northern Essex 
Community College. 

Since joining the 
Department of Student 


Activities and Engagment as 
assistant: coordinator in 
September 2008, she has 
become an integral part of the 
college community and its 
. future aspirations. 

She? “grew ups > in 
Weymouth  Mass., and 
attended Rivier College in 
Nashua; graduating with a 
B.A. in Communications. 

Zimmerman recalls dot- 
ingly and with twinkle in her eyes 
how her mom insisted she had to go 
to college, and it didn’t matter how 
they paid for it. College she says pre- 
sented her with the perfect opportu- 
‘nity to pursue her dream of helping 
people, and public relations. 

Zimmerman got involved in stu- 
dent activities in college from the get 
go; she held titles of class officer and 
vice president of student government 
respectively. After college she 
worked and held student leadership 
positions at the University of 
Connecticut and Hesser College. At 


Northern Essex Community College 
she is currently involved in imple- 
menting the student leadership 
development program, a program 
that provides students with leader- 
ship training, community service 
learning, career training and work- 
shops on basic life skills. 

“J am an extrovert,” she says, “as 
a student I got really involved, it 
fuels me, I love being involved in 
college life and campuses. It is just 
like the weather in New England; it 
is constantly changing, and offering 
new challenges.” 

Zimmerman says 
the college communi- 
ty in Northern Essex 
Community College 
has afforded her the 
perfect opportunity 
to help students be 
successful in life. She 
also appreciates the 
fact that the student 
body is non-tradi- 
tional and diverse, 
they seem to really 
want to be here she 
says. 

Zimmerman’s 
ability to relate to the students has 
helped her tremendously. She 
attributes her successes to hard 
work and ingenuity, and strongly 
believes that her success depends 
upon the achievements of those she 
comes into contact with. 

-NECC is dedicated to student 
success she says; “I want to contin- 
ue with that tradition of helping,” 
she adds. 

Zimmerman is getting married 
in October, loves to spend time with 
family and friends and is extremely 
passionate about her job. 


Courtesy photo 
Zimmerman 


Blogspot.com courtesy photo 


Don’t be that guy. Velour is not in 
style. Opt for a cotton tracksuit. 


jeans do not look good on anyone. Just 
ask Jessica Simpson on the Feb. 16 
issue of People magazine. A seeming- 
ly healthy girl having her picture 
taken from a seemingly unfortunate 
angle wearing seemingly unfortunate 
pants. : c 

2) Crocs - I don’t even feel like 
explaining this one. I think that 
they’re only acceptable on kids, fami- 
ly members being cute or those who 
are working a shift at your local hospi- 
tal. 

3) Uggs- Can we cool it with the 
Uggs? These suckers have been more 
played out than the 1976 Frampton 
Comes Alive CD. Don’t get me 


JESSICA 
SIMPSON 


wrong, I like 
them, and I bet 
that they’re 
mighty com- 
fora ber 
However, I can only take so many 
years of looking at the same boring 
fashionable trend. 

4) Mini cardigans- J don’t think 
that P’ve ever seen those cardigans 
(that cut off right above your stomach) 
look good on anybody. I think they’re 
even more annoying when you’re out 
shopping for new clothing. “Hey 
check out this cute... Aw man it’s cut 
in half!” : 

5) Velour jump suits - I’ve saved 


March madness 


Great savings, games 
being offered this 
month at Ski Bradford 


By JANEL DUBE 
Correspondent 


As winter is slowly but surely 
coming to an end, Ski Bradford is 
hosting their annual, March 
Madness extravaganza—a week-long 
customer appreciation party through 
March 15. 

Ski Bradford, Haverhill’s very 
own ski resort located on South 
Cross Road, in Bradford, offers an 
uphill capacity of 9600 skiers per 
hour on three triple chair lifts, one 
T-bar, and three rope tows servicing 
13 trails. Ski Bradford offers a col- 
lege skier and snowboarder extreme 
convenience as it is located an 
approximate five miles south of 
campus and is the closest ski resort 
ina 40 mile radius. 

In the 60 years that Ski 
Bradford has operated, March 
Madness is as big a part of the 
resorts history as the slopes are. 

Chris Barland, Ski Bradford 
Event Coordinator, says, “March 
Madness has been going on as long 
as I can remember, it was happening 
when I started coming here which 
was when I was about 4 or 5 and 
that was over 20 years ago.” 

March Madness’ purpose is to 
serve the ski resorts patrons with a 
“thank you.” March Madness incor- 
porates a plethora of games, prizes, 
competitions, food and discounts. 


Within the seven days of madness, 
every day consists of something dif- 
ferent. Monday, March 9 through 
Saturday, March 14, the first 1,000 
patrons to purchase a night lift tick- 
et will receive a March Madness hat 
and key chain (while supplies last, 
of course) and will automatically be 
entered to win a free 6-pack of lift 
tickets. Saturday, March 14 is 
known as “Wearing of the Green 
Day,” which docks $5 off your lift 
ticket if you are wearing the color 
green. A variety of different games 


will be offered that Saturday, rang- 


ing from youth based “Egg Hunts” 
starting at 10 a.m., to the baseball 
fans “Spring Training” event which 
is a competition on how far you can 
hit a tee-ball starting at 11 a.m. 

Sunday, the last day of March 
Madness, is a jam packed day filled 
with an assortment of activities. 
Simply showing up in a complete 
costume will substitute as your lift 
ticket. for the whole day. A. full 
fledged BBQ is offered to everyone 
in attendance. The last event of the 
day is the most anticipated and 
talked about event of the week. 
“The Wet & Wild Puddle Jump & 
Skim,” starting 2 p.m. is the cherry 
on top of March Madness. The 
resort creates a massive puddle in 
which contestants attempt to leap 
over the puddle in it’s entirety, 
striving to not fall in. 


“Not many people make it 


over,” Barland chuckles. “It’s the 
funniest part of the day, everyone 
loves to watch people fall and 
become extremely wet and cold!” 
NECC student Kaitlyn Maylnn 
of Haverhill is a March Madness 


fanatic who has attended the event 


tl 
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An example of Jessica Simpson’s bad 
choice of style. 


the best for last with this one. Once 
trendy in 2002, every now and then 
you see somebody braving the out- — 
side fashion world wearing them. — 
Like someone who needs to be fined 
by the pages of the fashion police, 
these people should really choose a 
better choice of outfit in order to go 
out with. Because really, why try to 
act slick by wearing it? And these 
offenders more often than not tend to 
be males. What gives? 


ski fun 
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Snowboarding is one of 
the many § activities 


offered at Bradford Ski . 
Area 


for many years. 

“I always go! Me atid my broth- 
ers. I don’t ski or snowboard, but 
they do, and it’s fun to hang around, 
eat some food, and watch them 
make fools out of themselves trying 
to compete in all the different_ 
games.” 

Ski Bradford is a staple of 
Haverhill, and March Madness is 
the most anticipated event of the 
snow season for the skiers, snow- 
boarders, staff, snow lovers and 
Haverhill residents. alike. 


it 
| The “Resident Evil” 
_ franchise is more 


than just video games 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE: 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


The 
“Resident 
Evil” franchise 
has been 
known since 
the Playstation 
| was first 
, invented, or 
# more appropri- 
| ately, 1996 for 
™ the Playstation. 


It started out as a video game based’ 


in a fictional place called Raccoon 
City with a population of 100,000. 
What the poor people of Raccoon 
City didn't realize was that one of the 
major corporations of the world, The 
Umbrella Corporation, was responsi- 
ble for the grisly deaths that were 
happening out near the Arckalay 
Mountains. These deaths were by 
mutated creatures affected by a bio- 

_ weapon called the T-Virus that the 
Umbrella Corporation created under 
military contract for bio-weaponry. 
This is the basis of the story of how 
the video game started. 

Since the very first video game 
there have been countless others 
including the obvious follow-ups of 
Two, Three, Four, and the long await- 
ed Five that will be released Friday, 
March 13. There are also countless 
amounts of spinoffs, from “Dead 
Aim” to “Outbreak” and “Outbreak: 
File #2.” There are “Resident Evil” 
games for the Wii, Playstation One, 
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Arts and Entertainment 


More than just a half eaten face 


Two and -.Three, Game Cube, 
Nintendo DS and now even X-Box 
360. Needless to say the franchise is 
doing well, but video games are not 
all there is in the “Resident Evil” 
phenomenon. 

In the year 2002 “Resident Evil” 
was made into a movie. Granted this 
movie didn't have too much in com- 
mon with the video game except the 
basic subplot, but it grew. In 2004 
“Resident Evil: Apocalypse” was 
released as the sequel to the first 
movie, and then again in 2007 
“Resident Evil: Extinction” was 
released as the third installment of 
the now “Resident Evil” saga. There 
have now also been confirmations 
that a script for a “Resident Evil 
Four” movie has been completed and 
is in its second stage of writing. Just 
this past December the first full- 
length CGI film “Resident Evil: 
Degeneration” was released that was 
a follower of the video games. It was 
made by the same creators of the 
video games and s supposed to be 
considered “Resident Evil 4.5” 

Even more than movies and 
video games, there are comic series 
that were made along with Japanese 
novels under the game's Japanese 
title “Biohazard” and there's a book 
series called “The Umbrella 
Conspiracy” that was written by S. 
D. Perry, that both follow the video 
games, as well as look at things that 
could have been going on outside of 
the situations presented in the video 
games. There are even two original 
books that Perry wrote. In all, the 
series includes “Resident Evil: The 
Umbrella Conspiracy,” ‘Resident 
Evil: Caliban Cove,” “Resident Evil: 
City of the Dead,” “Resident Evil: 
Underworld,” “Resident Evil: 


Nemisis,” “Resident Evil: Code 
Veronica” and “Resident Evil: Zero 
Ground.” 

“The Umbrella Conspiracy” fol- 
lows the first video game's plot 
involving the Special Tactics And 
Rescue Squad (S.T.A.R.S) members 
Chris Redfield, Jill Valentine, Barry 
Burton and Albert Wesker. They are 
sent to a mansion that is basically like 
a laboratory breeding ground for The 
Umbrella Corporation. The other 
books follow all of these characters 
as well, usually killing them off 
eventually. The only people who the 
“Resident Evil” fans are aware of 
still being alive in the game are: Leon 
Scott Kennedy who comes in for 
games Two and Four and mentioned 
in others; Claire Redfield, who also 
appeared in game Two as Chris 
Redfield's younger sister and then in 
“Code Veronica X,” a spin-off video 
game where both the Redfield's 
appear along with Wesker. Fans are 
also aware of Ada Wong, a protago- 
nist in Two and Four, and some fans 
are aware that Jill Valentine was 
alive, but teaser trailers for the 
upcoming “Resident Evil Five” video 
game shows a grave with her name 
on it, so who can know for sure when 
that happened. : 

All of this pales though in light o 
March 13. “Resident Evil Five” will 
be released and a whole new experi- 
ence for “Resident Evil” fans awaits. 
At the end of “Resident Evil: 
Degeneration” there is a scene of a 
company called Tri Cell that had 
bought out a company called 
Whilpharma, who got the T-Virus 
from The Umbrella Corporation after 
it tanked. The video game centers on 
the problems caused by Tri Cell's 
experiments and finds Albert Wesker 
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photo courtesy of http://www.nerdsociety.com 
The four main characters of “Resident Evil 5,” from left to right; 
Excella, Sheva Alomar, Chris Redfield and Albert Wesker. 


at the very center of the chaos. One 
of the trailers even has him saying, 
“The right to be god, that right isnow 
mine,” just to show how much of an 
ego-tripping bastard he has become. 
He was always cocky to begin with 
and way too self assured but now he's 
at a whole new level. The only ques- 
tion in place with this all new 
“Resident Evil” game is just how 
much of the game is game. With so 
many trailers to be found on You. 
Tube, and all the videos that were in 
games like “Resident Evil 4” and 
“Resident Evil Code Veronica X” it 


seems as if the video games are 
almost full length CGI films with the 
option to choose which direction the 
main character's fate will go; which 
is much like the “Reader Beware: 
Goosebumps” books. 

So those fans who are counting 
down the days until this brand new 
“Resident Evil” game is finally 
released don't fret too much. With all 
the trailers in the world on You Tube 
to hold you over and all the comics, 
books, movies and previous. video 
games, two days won't seem so bad 
once the day finally comes. 


Expect the rather unexpected 


“Secret Life” of ABC 
family won't be kept 
quiet — 


By NICOLE SCoPpA 


igereeh = ase 
record-break- 
ing sensation 

3 hit T.V. show 

is back for 

* season two as 

mov Jan.” <5, 

. 2009. As 

many of you 

may of may 
not know, this 
show features 

one of the main characters, Amy 

Juergens (played by Shailene 
Woodley), being pregnant at 15 
from a one-night stand. 

_ I will admit when this show 
first aired last year, I didn't want 
to see even one episode of it. 
This is because I am honestly 
tired of hearing about teens get- 
ting pregnant, especially when it 
can be prevented. I figured we 
already had enough pregnant 
teens; for example “Juno” being 
16 and pregnant, and also Sarah 
Palin's daughter, Bristol, now 18 
but getting pregnant at 17. There 
was too much talk of teenage 
pregnancy for me that I just 
couldn't handle another. 

_ Therefore when I heard about 
this show I said to myself, “Great 
another one.” However, as weeks 
went by the show was becoming 
a hit show and everyone was 
talking about it. I usually don't 
go along with the crowd, but I 
figured I'd try this show out, 


even just one episode. I went 
online and they had full episodes 
on the official ABC family web- 
site. Once I_saw it I was instantly 
hooked. 

The one main thing I love 
about this show is that everything 
that occurs actually happens in 
real life. It's not one of those 
shows where the characters, you 
can tell they're acting, and the 
plot is so unbelievably imagina- 


tive. This one really makes sense. © 


As mentioned, there is a pregnant 
teen who is 15-years-old. Now, 
look at the world today and see 
how many teen pregnancies 
occur more now than ever before. 

It's a big focus area, and even 
though I, at first, disagreed with 
the whole message of this show, 
it really got me to think twice 
about it. I like it because even 
though Amy is having a baby; she 
is being very responsible about 
it. 

Other girls, at least ones I 
have seen or heard of, when 
they're pregnant their whole edu- 
cation and life is over. They'll 


drop out of school, and that's it,- 


bam their life is done for. I think 
the person, or persons, who 
wrote the synopsis of this show 


were smart and showed that a . 


teen girl can manage to have a 
baby and still want to go to 
school, like Amy does. They 
won't put their life on hold for 
anything, even with this big 
obstacle in the way, and I must 
say I like that the most about 
this. 

In addition to that, the show 
also features another main char- 
acter, Ricky Underwood (played 
by Daren Kagasoff), who was a 
victim of sexual abuse by his 
own father. Sexual abuse does 


happen, also, in this world. It 
may not be in black and white in 
the newspaper, and it may not be 
all that's talked about on the 
news, but it still happens 
Therefore I liked that this 
show had a kid who was a victim 
of this, because it shows you the 


effects that it has on the individ- 


ual. Along with the two of those, 
this show also has a variety of 
other characters that are like peo- 
ple that you would encounter in 
high school. 

There's the school “tramp,” 
Adrian Lee (Francia Raisa), who 
is what guys would call, the 
“super sexy” majorette; the perky 
cheerleader whom is also a 
Christian and very supportive of 
her religion, Grace Bowman 
(Megan Park); the star of the 
football team whom is also a 
Christian like Grace, Jack Pappas 
(Greg Finley); and of course 
Amy's boyfriend and a complete 
hopeless romantic, Ben 
Boykewich (Ken Baumann). Not 
only that, but it also shows more 
different individuals like Grace's 


adoptive brother, Tom (Luke 
Zimmerman), who has Down 
syndrome. 


There is:also a gay couple. and 
a husband and wife that are soon 
going to be divorced. Those are, 
in fact, Amy's parents. You may 
remember that girl from “Pretty 
in Pink” and “The Breakfast 
Club,” well now Molly Ringwald 
is back and is playing Anne 
Juergens, and her husband is 
George Juergens (Mark Derwin) 

All these people I mentioned 
are out here with us every day. 
It's not like parents getting 
divorced is rare, neither are gay 
couples or people with Down 
syndrome. It's common and it's a 


thing that I'm really glad was 
brought into the television world 
because I believe it teaches us all 
about life. 

This hit show has critics 
buzzing all around America 
about it, and it was an award 
winning show of 2008 for Teen 
Choice Summer TV Show. “The 
New York Post” loved the fact 
that this series had a set of char- 
acters. that are “real and come 
from - intact to single-parent 
households to one boy in foster 
care. And they are all good kids 
despite their shortcomings.” 

Kate Jeurgens, VP of origi- 
nal-series programming and 
development for ABC Family 
whom is responsible for the other 
breakthrough ABC. Family shows 
like Will and Grace, Gilmore 
Girls, Smallville and Lincoln 
Heights says, “We're not sugar- 
coating teenage pregnancy, but 
dealing with the very real conse- 
quences of it.” 

On a side note, notice how 
her last name and Amy's last 
name are the same. This is most 
likely because she formed the 
basis of the whole “Secret Life of 
the American Teenager.”I think 
the point that Kate made was a 
very good point to make .because 
I'm sure many parents wouldn't 
like their teen girls, especially, to 
watch this because they may 
have felt that it was sending the 
wrong message to them, making 
them think it's okay to get preg- 
nant. I disagree with that, and 
agree more with what Kate men- 
tioned. : 

Teen pregnancies do happen, 
and people just have to realize 
that and deal with the conse- 
quences of it. I believe that this 
show is a great one for anyone to 


premieres jutyt 
es otayic 


$ family 


== Oreo iy 


photo courtesy of editorial.sidereeel.com 
The cover for the hit ABC 
Familiy’s show “The 
Secret Life of the 


American Teenager” 


watch. It can be geared towards 
anyone, unlike some shows that 
may just be good for girls, or 
some’ for guys. There's also no 
age limit, anyone of any gender 
of any age can watch this show 
and enjoy it. 

This is one show that you can 
watch and take seriously, and yet 
still get laughs at here and there. 
All in all, I must say that I have 
very highly good things to say 
about this show, and I believe 
that it's a great way to show peo- 
ple out there what reality really 
is like, because this is reality, 
and this is what we must face 
everyday. 
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Dead men are 
walking... 


The semester dramatic 
performance is well on its 
way to opening night 


By CRISTINA NAPOLI 
Correspondent 


Stage right, stage left, turn just a bit 
more to the right. 

Rehearsals for NECC's upcoming pro- 
duction of “Dead Man Walking” are up and 
running as the date of opening night inches 
closer. Sets are being built as rehearsals go 
on, jail cell bars standing tall on the stage in 
the Top Notch Theater as each member of 
the cast puts in four hours each to tap into 
their carpentry skills. The three-day a week 
practice schedule, stretching from an hour 
and a half in length to as long as four hours, 
is a continuous effort on the part of each cast - 
member. 

Cast member Carly Starr says that the 
practices are “Professional yet fun. Always a 
good combination. 

*Starr plays Sister Colleen, a fellow nun 
and friend to Sister Prejean, the creator of 
the play. She says that practices are going 
well and that almost everyone is working 
without their books (scripts). 

“Tt's fun, not too stressful, everyone's 
really fun to be around and chill with,” says 


fellow actor Chris Gigliotti who plays 
Mitch, brother to the death row sentenced 
inmate Matt. 

The play is about capital punishment 
and takes place in Louisiana during the 
1980s. It details the experiences of a nun 
named Sister Prejean who counseled 
inmates that had been sentenced to death 
row. Hence, dead man walking. Quite literal 

Although Gigliotti, does not play a 
major role in the play, he says that “it's been 
good meeting some cool people I can just 
hang out with until I'm needed.” 

Not having a major role, however, by no 
means makes the role small. After all, what 
is that old theater saying? Oh, yes. “There 
are no small roles, only small actors.” And 
the actors involved in “Dead Man Walking” 
are by no means small actors. 

Practices are continuing on schedule 
and the set will continue to be built in the 
following weeks. The cast will continue to 
prepare in the coming rehearsals so they are 
ready for opening night to give fellow class- 
mates and faculty a show to remember. 

Dead Man Walking” will be performed 
on March 27 and 28 at 7:30 p.m., March 29 
at 7:00 p.m., April 1 at 4:00 p.m., April 2, 3, 
and 4 at 7:30 p.m., and on April 5 at 3:00 
p.m.. The play will be performed in the Top 
Notch Theater on the third floor of the Spurk 
building on the NECC Haverhill campus. 


Rihanna in the 
red with Brown 


Even after Chris Brown 
battered Rihanna, she still 
is taking him back 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


With all the drama happening in the media 
these days it's not one of the most surprising 
thing's to. see that some couple have had a brutal 
fight and that arrests were made. What is 
uncommon is to have that couple be Rihanna, 
whose given name is Robyn, and Chris Brown. 
Rihanna is a 21-year-old Barbados native who 
sky-rocketed to fame not too long ago and has 
had smash hits like, “Umbrella,” “Disturbia” 
and many others. She is a: major female figure- 
head as one of the strong women who can take 
care of themselves, but now things are starting to 
change. 

Everyone heard about how Rihanna and 
Brown, a 19-year-old rap-star and Rihanna's 
boyfriend, could not perform let alone appear 
because they got into a fight. Since then rumors 
have grown, some saying things from Brown 
sent her to the hospital, to Rihana started a fight 
by hitting him. No matter what was heard it was 
brutal and definitely something that should not 
have happened to two celebrity icons, but it did 
and now things are about to get worse. 

Brown was at court earlier last week and it 
was there that certain details pertaining to this 
case were released. Rihanna herself did not 
appear at the court hearing, but she did request 
that Brown not be given a restraining order so he 
only has to make sure he doesn't “annoy, molest 
or harass” Rihanna. Good if we're trying to save 
a relationship that has a chance of survival and it 
was just a slip down the steps that caused a 
bump on the head that was taken out of context, 
but this is none of those. The LAPD affidavit 


was released during the trail and some of it was 
read aloud on ABC News after they told the 
audience that Brown has been charged with 


felony assault, likely to cause great bodily injury _ 


and threatening. The affidavit stated: 

“Brown pulled Robyn F. close to him and 
bit her on the left ear. She was able to feel the 
vehicle swerving from right to left as Brown 
sped away...” 

“Brown did not know what she did with the 
key and began punching her in the face and 
arms. He' then placed her in a head lock, posi- 
tioning the front of her throat between his bicep 
and forearm. Brown began applying pressure to 

- Robyn F's left and right carotid arteries causing 
her to be unable to breathe and she began to lose 
consciousness.” 

These details are not good. Either way 
Brown is going to be in trouble in the view of his 
fans and his credibility, and if Rihanna takes him 
back that will shatter the image of the strong 
woman who will stand up for herself. The prob- 
lem now becomes does she listen to heart that 
wants to be with him even though he has done 
these terrible things, or does she go with her 
mind, that may or may not know that once aman 
begins to hit you, he will not stop, no matter how 
many chances you give him. The problem is 
thought that she is a woman in love and reports 
over the weekend of Feb. 26 that Rihanna did 
actually forgive Brown, and they are now work- 
ing on their second chance together. 

This not only worries friends and family 
about whether she is making the wrong decision 
or if he'll hurt her again, but it is also worrying 
publicists over how this will affect her career. 
Every magazine cover for the last two weeks has 
Rihanna's face on it, and every one of them is 
either talking about how this is so confusing or 
how this is so shocking that she could even pos- 
sibly think about taking him back. No matter 
what it comes down to Brown has been charged 
with two felonies and Rihanna has suffered a 
great deal by his hand already. Time will tell 
where this story leads to. 


RIVIER 
RAIDER 
\ SOCCER” 


Plan to continue 
our education? 


ou owe it to yourself to 
consider Rivier College. 


Affordable undergraduate day and 
evening programs, small classes, great 

‘facilities and a convenient location — Rivier 
has everything you need to reach your 
personal and professional goals. 


Ready to continue full time? 
Check out our day programs. 


Choose from more than 30 undergraduate majors - 


including art, biology, business, communications, 


criminal justice, education, English, finance, international 
studies, marketing, mathematics, modern languages, 
nursing, psychology, sociology and more. You'll get 
hands-on experience and become part of a close-knit 


campus community. 


Need to work? Consider our evening programs. 
Take advantage of flexible programs in business, 
computer science, communications, education, nursing 


and psychology. Hybrid, online, evening and weekend | 


classes fit your busy schedule. You'll take on real-world — 


assignments and learn from classmates who are working 


professionals, as well as from Rivier’s first-rate faculty. 


Want to learn more? Visit www.rivier.edu or call 


1-800-447-4843 to speak with an admissions counselor, 
schedule a campus tour, or register for an Open House 


or Info Session. 


LW) Rivier 
BB COLLEGE 


420 South Main Street ¢ Nashua, NH 03060 


Rivier is a Catholic, co-educational 
institution in Nashua, New 
Hampshire. We've been helping 
students start their futures off 
right for 75 years, See what we 
can do for you. 
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Tip-top celebrity gos- 
sip to get you 
| through the weather 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


make your hair 
heey Love ao mek 
_ ing crazy obsessions come true, but those sto- 
magazine racks and intemet gossip channels. 
Here is another edition of Ha, ha Hollywood. 
Jennifer opens up about d--v-0-7-c-e: 
After four pretty hurtful years ofname calling 
and. “un-coof” things being said back. and 
Jolie about the divorce and sequential living in 
of Brangelina and their brood of kids, Aniston 
has finally come face to face with the woman 
who stole her husband and has openly talked 
about the divorce. Aniston only had a few 
things to tell to “Us Magazine,” “No matter 
_ what I say, things will always be taken out of 
context and misinterpreted, will always be 
tumed around to make it seem as though I 
won't let something go, or that I just keep talk- 


ha Hollywood 


ing about it over and over," she says. "I don't 
owe anybody anything. I don't owe anybody 
my side of the story. There are no sides!" she 
adds. "There is no bad guy and there is no 
good guy. There are no villains and there isno 
herome in this story. It's just not the case. 
Matt Damon saddened by plight of 
refugees: An emotional Matt Damon listened 
to a Zimbabwean woman describe how she 
was raped while pregnant on a perilous jour- 
Hollywood actor visited refugee centers in 
Musina on the South Affican border with ~ 
Zimbabwe as part of his work with the 
human tights organization he started with a 
number of other celebrities. An estimated 3 
million Zimbabweans have fled the econom- 
ic collapse and dire humanitarian conditions 
in their country for South Africa. Damon said 
in an exclusive interview with the AP 
Tuesday that he was "shocked and saddened" 
by the plight of the people he had spoken to. 
He said conditions were "untenable" and 
called on intemational and regional leaders to 
take action. 

High School Musical will never die: A new 
“High School Musical” movie is in the 
works, but fans shouldn't expect to see Zac 
Efron, Corbin Bleu and Vanessa Hudgens 
singing and dancing on the big screen. “High 
School Musical 4” will bring the franchise 
back to television, and it's set to debut as a 
Disney Channel original movie in 2010 with 
anew cast of characters. The movie, which 
involves a classic love triangle set against the 
cross-town school rivalry between the East 
High Wildcats and the West High Knights, 
will begin production later this year. '"The 
High School Musical’ trilogy introduced a 
new generation to the celebrated genre of 


Watchmen’ 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


Its a valid question because of all the 
. hype and controversy surrounding the film. 
Its the most celebrated graphic novel of all 
times,and even landed a spot on Time maga- 
Zine's list of the best novels since 1923, a list 
that included works like “On the Road” and 
“The Great Gatsby.” 

Other films based on Moore's work 
either miss the mark (the horrible “League of 
Extraordinary Gentlemen’) or are not exactly 
faithful to the source material (““V for 
Vendetta”). The film has also been in devel- 
opment hell since 1986 and it was passed on. 
by directors such as Terry Gilliam and Darren 


And on ‘ip of that you still have the 
harshest critics of all breathing down the pro- 
duction's neck,the fans. 

But “Watchmen” was finally to the big 
screen with a script by David Hayter (X-Men, 


X2) and Alex Tse and director Zack Snyder at 


the helm whose momentum after another 
graphic novel adaptation “300” was able to 
secure the $120 million budget 
Which brings us to the question: of 
whether the film is worth watching and from 
a fan of the graphic novel I'm saying yes itis. 
Putit this way, iflast year's “The Dark Knight” 
was a Michael Mann style crime thriller that 
to have Batman in it, then 
“Watchmen” is like a Stanley Kubrick film 
that stars a group of retired costumed heroes. 
Speaking of heroes, in both the book and 
the film the characters are what set 
“Watchmen” apart from its peers. One of the 


main concems is what would superheroes and 
masked vigilantes be like if they existed in the 
real world. Instead of glorifying these charac- 
typical comic book dilemmas. These issues 
include impotence, psychosis, alienation, dis- 
enfranchisement, misanthropy and a twisted, 
fragmented take on morality and society. Also 
adding to their worries the govemment has 
outlawed them only keeping those who are 
useful to their cause (the godlike Dr. 
Manhattan and mercenary _Comedian 
chiefly). 

Fans should be delighted to know that 
most of the film has remained extremely faith- 
ful to the source material and that like “300” 
the majority of the scenes used the book's pan- 
els as storyboards. In other words if you're 
familiar with the maternal you might find 
yourself looking deep into each frame trying 
to pick up little details like graffiti and pictures 
on walls. The film also has rich visual palette 
that truly brings to life the decadent altemate 
1985 New York that most of the film is set in. 

Add this to a series of strong 
es, especially from Jackie Earle Haley as bor- 
derline psycho detective Rorschach and 
Jeffrey Dean Morgan as the Comedian who 
despite committing some truly atrocious 
Sopris partie a Aare 
feel a little sympathetic towards ‘the end. 
Patrick Wilson also has a convincing perform- 
ance as Nite Owl who struggles to find a 

i life after being forced to retire by 
the Keane act of 1977. 

After the film I couldn't help 
but feel that itll be the “Blade Runner’ for this 
generation. Meaning that despite an imipres- 
sive visual presentation and a deep storyline it 
will not resonate with current moviegoers and 
years later itll pick up some steam. 

atchmen’ has a strong R rating for a rea- 
son; it refiises to play into the teenage male 
power fantasy that most comic adaptations 
fall under. Its a film full of sexuality, graphic 
violence and where everyone involved has an 


Unless you're acquainted with the book 
this may all seem really heavy to take in with 
one viewing, which can be a blessmg or a 
curse depending on your tastes. You may just 
walk away from the film saying to yourself 
what the patron next to me at the theatre said 
“that was a weird [expletive] movie.” 


‘movie musicals. In crafting this next iteration, 
we've challenged the entire creative team to 
worthy of this extraordinary global phenom- 
enon," Gary Marsh, president of Disney 
Channels Worldwide, said in a statement. 
The screenwriter of the next installment, Peter 
Barsocchini, wrote each of the first three 
movies in the franchise. Disney's Emmy 
Award-winning “High School Musical” pre- 
miered in January 2006 on Disney Channel 
in the United States, and the sequel currently 
ranks as the No. 1 basic cable telecast of all 
time. “High School Musical 3: Senior Year” 
debuted in theaters in October 2008. Its pre- 
miere weekend box office sales marked the 
highest debut ever for a musical and for a live- 
action G-rated film. 

Lauren Conrad writes a book?: Tt sounds 
laughable but "Hills" star Lauren Conrad has 
revealed her first novel, "L.A. Candy," will be 
teleased June 16. Lauren hit her MySpace 
blog on Monday night to tell her fans more 
about the long-awaited book, the first in a 
series of three for HarperCollins, which the 
reality star first revealed details of earlier this 
year. "They will tell a behind-the-scenes story 
ofa young girl who moves to L.A. and unex- 
pectedly. becomes the star of a reality televi- 
sion show," Lauren wrote in her blog. "The 
books will be loosely inspired by my own 
experience and are definitely influenced by 
my own life." Lauren noted that some of "the 
characters" in her book "may symbolize peo- 
ple in my life, but its no way calling anyone 
out." The 22-year-old said she hopes her book 
series will invigorate fans of the written word. 
"Tve always loved books that I could lose 
‘myself in, ones that would transport me to 
another place, but had characters I could relate 


to," she blogged. "So, I'm excited to have this 
Opportunity to write books like that for other 
readers." 


Tom Brady marries her: Five days after 
Gisele Bundchen and Tom Brady got mar- 
ried at an intimate ceremony, the model's 
grandfather, the first family member to con- 
firm the wedding, shares his well wishes. 
"Marriage is a natural thing that happens in 
people's lives," Walfer Bundchen told 
Brazilian magazine, Quem, on Tuesday. "I 
wanted so much to see her married!" 
Bundchen also said that he could not attend 
the ceremony because of health issues, "I can't 
take a long distance flight," he said. The wed- 
ding, which began at dusk last Thursday, was 
"very small and intimate," a source told 
Usmagazine.com, adding that guests mostly 
consisted of immediate family. Brady's 18- 
month-old son with ex-girlfriend Bridget 
Moynahan, John, was also present. 

Katie opens up about her child and life 
with Tom: Katie Holmes hasn't had time to 
talk lately. Not only is she a fulltime mom to 
2-year-old Suri, but she recently wrapped a 
stint on Broadway and is now filming her 
new comedy, "Extra Man." But for 
“Glamour's” 70th birthday issue, Katie sits 
down with Sheila Weller to explain why she's 
upset at the tabloids and grateful that her hus- 
band can cook. On rumors about her relation- 
ship with Tom and speculation that Suri did- 
nit really exist: "We were changing diapers. 
[Tom] said, T don't want you to get upset and 
I said, 'Well, I am upset’ So we approached it 
together. But] definitely felt like, as a woman, 
as the mother of Suni, I want to handle this! 
My mom is very strong, and if anyone ever 
said anything about any ofus, she would be, 
‘Excuse me? That's my family!" On what 


Tom's really like: "He loves women; he was 
raised with sisters. He's strong and intelligent 
and very, very funny ... He's not a dreamer, he 
just does it. He'll say, T think I like that movie, 
and the next day, Tm going to make that 
movie!’ On knowing she wanted to marry 
Tom as a little girl: "When Top Gun' came 
out my sisters were like, 'Oh, my God, Top 
Gun!" Tom Cruise!’ And I very confidently 
said, Tm going to marry him one day: It was- 
ntlike, 'How doI get Tom Cmuise? It was just: 
{ think Im going to mary him. Why not? 
Hell like me. I'm fim" For more gooey 
details and information about the Cruise clan 
either buy the new issue of “Glamour” or 
check online. 

“Slumdog Millionaire children get new 
houses: The two main child actors from 
"Slumdog Millionaire" are to receive new 
homes from the authorities after the small- 
budget movie swept the Oscars, winning 
eight Academy Awards, The Mumbai homes 
will go to Rubina Ali and Azharuddin Ismail, 
who played the young roles of the movie's 
central characters, Latika and Salim, in the 
rags-to-tiches romance about a poor Indian 
boy competing for love and money on a TV 
game show. Authonities did not say where the 
home would be, only that there would be 
apartments and near a "prime location." Al, 8, 
currently lives in a tiny hovel in a rubbish 
strewn slum near railway tracks in India's 
financial hub. Ismail sleeps under a polythene 
sheet-covered roof in the same slum. Open 
sewers tun nearby and both homes have no 
running water. The movie, based in Mumbai, 
took home eight awards from the Oscars, 
including best picture and best director for 
Britain's Danny Boyle. 


‘Let the Right One In’ 


Vampires may be the 
new American haunt, 


but not all are the same 


By PHILLIP FRANGULES 
Correspondant 


America 
seems to be 
| obsessed with 
vampires 
nowadays. 
The creatures 
of the night 
have always 
been popular, 
but are even 
more so 
thanks to fare such as “Twilight.” 
The vampire has since become a 
glorified romance novel hero, with 
its horrific aspects downplayed and 
the more alluring attributes (such as 
their good looks and charisma) 
being overstated to the point where 
one has to consider why they're 
called ‘vampires’ in the first place. 
Dracula himself would feel out of 
place now in today's societies. 

Over in Sweden, however, there 
is “Let the Right One In,” a vampire 
film that was released last year and 
goes on sale as a DVD in the United 
States on 

March 10. The film received 
widespread international praise, as 
well as several awards. It's been on 
numerous critics’ “Best of 2008” 
lists. Some have already been hail- 
ing-it as a new classic. Predictably, 
as is the case for numerous success- 
ful foreign films, producers have 
already secured the rights for an 
American remake. 

“Let the Right One In,” which is 
directed by Tomas Alfredson and 
adapted from a novel by John 
Ajvide Lindqvist (who is also cred- 
ited for the screenplay), takes place 


in the Stockholm suburb of 
Blackeberg in the early 1980s. The 
plot revolves around Oskar (Kare 
Hedebrant), a lonely and bullied 12- 
year-old. Oskar spends most of his 
time collecting newspaper clippings 
about murders for his scrapbook and 
fantasizing about lashing back at his 
tormentors, but always keeping to 
himself. This all changes, however, 
when -a mysterious girl, Eli (Lina 
Leandersson), moves in next door 
with an older man named Haxan 
(Per Ragner). Eli is pale, has cold 
skin, smells funny and only comes 
out at night. Despite all this, and a 
bit of hesitance on her part, the two 
children quickly become close 
friends. 

Eli and Haxan's arrival, howev- 
er, coincides with a series of grue- 
some murders: bodies are found 
hanging upside down with their 
necks snapped and drained of blood. 
It quickly becomes clear that their 
relationship is less of father and 
daughter and more of Dracula and 
Renfield-Eli is a vampire, and 
Haxan is supplying her with fresh 
blood (The exact nature of their 
relationship is left up to the viewers' 
interpretation). But when Haxan is 
unable to help her any longer, Eli is 
forced to fend for herself for suste- 
nance and must turn to Oskar for 
help. But will their relationship per- 
sist when her dark nature is revealed 
to him? 

In terms of vampire mythology, 
“Let the Right One” In doesn't real- 
ly reinvent anything. The only 
major addition is that it elaborates 
on what would happen if one were 
to enter someone's house without 
the owner's permission (the standard 
lore being that a vampire can't enter 
a house without being let in)-and it's 
not pretty. What the film does do, 
however, is present a new take on 
the vampire's character by disre- 
garding the romantic clichés that 


have long since dominated the 
genre. Lindqvist has explained in 
various interviews that when writ- 
ing the character of Eli, he asked 
himself what. sort of existence a 
child who was forever stuck as a 12- 
year old and had to kill to survive 
would have, and he figured that in 
reality, the child would probably be 
miserable and lonely. In this world, 
vampires are tragic figures who 
elicit more feelings of pity rather 
than adoration. 

The film presents the viewers 
with a fair amount of moral ambigu- 
ity and asks them a number of ques- 
tions. For example, is Eli a monster, 
or simply misunderstood and trying 
to survive? There are no easy 
answers; I found myself sympathiz- 
ing with and rooting for her, but I've 
read a couple of reviews that consid- 
er her to be a villain. 

Both Kare and Lina have the 
tremendous job of carrying an adult 
film by themselves, but they do a 
great job with their roles. Whereas 
others would likely play it over-the- 
top, they play their characters with 
subtlety and maturity. I can easily 
see them becoming successful when 
they reach adulthood. 

As a film, it works on several 
different levels: as a horror film, as 
a love story and as a coming of age 
story. It manages to balance each 
genre without putting too much 
attention on one aspect more than 
another. It is simultaneously horrific 
and touching. I can easily see horror 
fans enjoying the film, but I can also 
see people who can't stand the genre 
appreciating it as well. As long as 
one doesn't mind seeing a film with 
subtitles, it's hard to see anyone 
being unimpressed. If you're hesi- 
tant, the original book (titled “Let 
Me In” in America) is available 
through NECC's library catalog. I 
recommend you give it a try. Films 
like this don't come often. 
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5 Fawn of Disney 
fame 
10 Battle souvenir 
14 Sorority letter_ 
15 Not from this 
world 
16 Game divided 
into chukkers 
17 Prime cut 
19 Skip over 
20 Cheap, noisy 
bar 
21 “...atale of — 
22 Wrath 
23 Like some 
peanuts 
26 Bangor’s state 
29 Cons 
‘32 Lennon’s widow 
33 Call up 
34 Fell or Rockwell 
35 Bad review © 
36 A-Team actor 
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37 Painting, 
sculpture, etc. 
38 Penny face? ~ © 2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 3/14/09 
39 Have bills All rights reserved. 
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57 System of 18 Bronte novel, N SIWNIvlo 
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to 24 Activate DEO NED 
60 Chess piece 25 Recipients rY[v[ols Hi 1 [al] 
61 Kinski film 26 P. Lorre ~ 
6 62 Harbingers _ character 
63 Pot starter 27 BS epg Ol shaft name 51 Hidden valley 
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1 “Life ___ Father” 30 Streamlet . 46 Examines 54 Little child 
2 Tramp 31 Build up 47 Cat’s calls 55 Likely 
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| Blog uses anonymous 
| postcards to promote 
| suicide awareness 

| By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER; 


erent 


Suicide is something a lot of peo- 
ple don't think about very often or at 


| least they don't talk about it. Recently 
_ while I was at a friend's house with a 


group of people I picked up a book 
from the coffee table and it was titled 


| “My Secret.” It was a collection of 


cards sent in by different people 


- from around the world, all anony-— 
- mously, to one man whose goal as of 


November 2004 has been to raise sui- 


| cide awareness. This man is Frank 


“Warren and he not only accepts the 


| postcards through the mail but also 
| created - a 
| www.postsecret.blogspot.com, and 
every Sunday uploads new secrets. 
that people submit. So far he has 


website, 


received about 200,000 secrets from 


people of all ages and from all around 
| the world. The postcards range any- 


where from “My mom thinks she fat. 
I think she's perfect.” To “9 years ago 
I was raped. It finally stopped hurt- 
ing. I think I'm okay now. Thanks for 
letting me tell my oe You listened 


My friends and I were just sitting 
there reading this book and sharing 


some of the secrets out loud some of 


the time laughing with the people and 
sometimes crying with them. These 
books help people to know they are 
not alone. And in this world today 
everyone at one point or another in 
time needs to know they are not 


alone. After reading that book I went . 


to the bookstore and spent over an 
hour there looking through the other 
three books that are published so far. 
They are captivating and make you 
feel so good and again make you feel 
that you are not alone in your 
thoughts. I think Frank Warren alone 
as one man is taking a stand against 
suicide prevention and one that actu- 
ally might be working. It's a way for 
everyone to get something off their 
chest without having to worry about 
people knowing who you are and 
what you did or what you said or how 
you feel. 

The website Warren has created 
has won two Webby Awards in 2006 
and in 2007 was named Weblog of 
the year at the seventh annual 
Weblog Awards. His PostSecret proj- 
ect also received a special award 
from the National Mental Health 
Association for raising awareness 
and funds for suicide prevention. 
Just to give a general overview of 


NECC Observer March 11, 2009 Page 13 


“photo by Pop!Tech 


Frank Warren is doing his part to promote suicide awareness by letting people 
unload their insecurities (among other things) through PostSecret. 


what Frank Warren has set out to deal 
with, here are some statistics about 
suicide in the United States. Over 
32,000 people die by suicide every 
year. Suicide is the fourth leading 
cause of death among adults ages 18- 
65 with approximately 26,500 sui- 
cides a year. Suicide is currently the 
11th leading cause of death in adults, 


the fifth among ages 5-14 years and 


the third among ages 15-24 years. 
About every 16 minutes a person dies 
by suicide and about every minute a 
suicide is attempted. There are four 
male suicides for every one female 


suicide. Every day approximately 80 | 


Americans take their own life and 

about 1,500 more attempt to do so. 
So here's my attempt to help 

Frank Warren spread the word about 


this terrible issue that is plaguing the 
United States and the- world. 
Hopefully more and more of you will 
go out and buy the books or at least 
go online to read the postcards and 
make an attempt to save our people. 
Maybe some of you will even send in 
a secret of your own just go to the 
website to get the information of how 
to do so. 


“ARIES (March dI- 
April 20) - Early this 
week close relatives. may 


present unique social 

ideas or business arrange- 
ments: expect group investments or 
planned gatherings to be ‘strongly 


accented. Remain thoughtful, how- 


ever: before the end of next week 


revised financial plans and rare 


social information will arrive. Some 
Aries natives may encounter a com- 
plex but seductive romantic invita- 
tion. After Thursday watch for new 
friendships to quickly develop pas- 
sionate overtones. Pace yourself: ten- 
sions may be high. 


TAURUS (April 21- 

May 20) - Don't withhold 

romantic feelings or deep 

Tes impressions this week: 
loved ones will now respond posi- 


_ tively to suggestions and subtle invi- 


tations. After Monday expect recent- 


_ly stalled relationships to provide 


added security and intimacy: stay 


_ focused on new promises and wel- 


come all emotional changes. Later 


_ this week friends and relatives may 


announce unexpected career deci- 
sions or hint at bold future choices. 
Remain patient: authority figures 
will soon present new financial 
options. 


GEMINI (May 21- 

June 21) - Postponed proj- 

ects and past business col- 

leagues will soon vie for 

your attention. Before 
Wednesday expect a powerful wave 


of creative work proposals. Carefully- 


research all financial details: lost 
payments or outdated records may 
now cause unnecessary delays. 
Thursday through Sunday highlights 


complex romantic triangles or social 
invitations. A friend or potential 
lover may now offer a glimpse into 
their private world: expect compet- 
ing overtures and intense discus- 
sions. 


3 


Cancer 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) - Friends, lovers 
and close relatives may 
this week ask for your 
advice or emotional guid- 
ance. Areas of concern may involve 
past romantic promises and stalled 
relationships. If so, watch for ongo- 
ing miscommunications or family 
differences to require firm attention 


-and expect loved ones to follow your 


lead. After Friday a recently moody 
or withdrawn colleague may offer an 
unusual explanation of their behay- 
ior. Be gracious: your wisdom and 
compassion will be.appreciated. 


Je, 


Leo 


LEO (July 22-Aug. 
22) - Short-term money 
contracts may this week 
require careful evaluation. 
Before mid-week avoid 
quickly signed agreements or vague 
contracts: reliable definitions will 
soon ensure fast results. Tuesday 
through Friday highlights subtle 
breakthroughs in romantic or social 
relationships: watch for a friend or 
lover to provide an unexpected 
glimpse into their private lives, obli-. 
gations or family history. Late this 
weekend vivid dreams will provide 
meaningful and lasting insight: stay 
alert. 


MN 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) - Loved ones 
may now rely heavily on 
your business or financial 
expertise. Over the next 


few days calculations, revised legal 
documents or ownership-papers may 
be complicated by money mistakes. 
Thoroughly research all options and 


‘expect more promising routes to 


soon emerge. After Saturday some 
Virgos will begin a 17 day period of 
serious romantic and family deci- 
sions. If honest, all will work to your 
advantage: ask loved ones for a bold 
description of their feelings.. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) - Rare romantic attrac- 
tions are highlighted 

Live before mid-week: ask for 
detailed explanations and respond 
quickly to all invitations and propos- 
als. Some Librans may now begin 
several weeks of fast emotional 
change. If so, stay focused and 
expect valuable insights from 
friends, romantic partners and rela- 
tives. After Thursday watch work- 
place documents and official paper- 
work for costly errors. Bosses or 
managers may be misinformed: 
remain detached and diplomatic. 


: SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 


Ty, Nov. 22) - Recent feelings 


of isolation or loss will 
Scorpio soon fade. Many Scorpios 
will this week begin a 

lengthy ,phase of contemplation, 
rekindled optimism and renewed 
faith. Areas strongly affected are lost 
friendships or broken promises. 
Vivid dreams or sudden glimpses of 
the future are also accented: respond 
quickly to all hunches and intuitions. 
After Friday someone close may 
reveal an unexpected business 
change or financial goal. Remain 


cautious: new ideas may be unreli- 
able. 


SAGITTARIUS 

(Nov. 23-Dec, 21) - 

Potential lovers may this 
Sagittarius week openly compete for 
your attention. Friends 

and relatives will likely react with 
mistrust or minor jealousy. No long- 
term affects are likely but do expect 
brief romantic triangles. Maintain a 
social balance: loved ones will need 
continual reassurance. Friday 
through Sunday accents important 
discussions with a partner or older 
relative. Key concerns may involve 
complex finances or long-term pay- 
ments. Stay focused: small details 


will reveal the correct path. 
P35. 
s 22-Jan. 20) - Competing 
invitations may this week 
Capricorn: present an unusual dilem- 
ma. After Monday expect 
loved ones and new friends to dis- 
agree on dates, times or social prom- 
ises. Enjoy the antics of all involved 
but avoid complex discussions or 
vital decisions: calmer attitudes will 
soon prevail. Thursday through 
Saturday last minute workplace 
assignments may become complicat- 
ed or briefly restricted. Allow others 


to resolve disputes or vague instruc- 
tions: tensions may be high. 


VN Feb. 19) - Avoid financial 
VN discussions will loved 
Aquarius ones this week: friends, 
roommates and close rela- 

tives will now provide misinforma- 
tion or exaggerated expectations. To 
some degree, both romantic and 
social promises may also be affected. 
If so, expect friends and lovers to 
offer confusing times, dates or expla- 
nations. Late this weekend business 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 


invitations and revised workplace 
toles are accented: expect fast 
progress and a renewed interest in 
team projects and concrete deadlines. 


PISCES = (Feb. 20- 
March 20) - Optimism and 
rekindled sensuality will 
now return to key relation- 
ships: late Monday watch for loved 
ones to propose unique activities or 
shared ventures. Accept all attention 
as positive: at present new and more 
meaningful social and romantic roles 
are being established. Some Pisceans 
may also experience an unusual 
wave of home discussions, financial 
proposals and family change. If so, 
expect past ideals and postponed 
projects to now return. Remain 
patient. 


Pisces 


If your birthday is this week...in 
the coming weeks business officials 
may quickly reverse long- trusted 
workplace methods. Before mid- 
April expect new procedures, budg- 
ets or daily habits to be firmly estab- 
lished. Sudden revisions are positive, 
so not to worry. Do, however, expect 
ongoing confusion or criticism from 
fellow workers. After mid-June home 
roles, traditional family ideals and 
romantic planning will require 
almost continual dedication. By early 
August expect loved ones to offer 
valid promises and solidly defined 
home commitments. Much of the 
coming year will bring new income 
sources and steadily increasing fami- 
ly or emotional security: expect com- 
plex business and personal relation- 
ships to simplify. 

For private consultation, 
please visit www.mysticstars.net. 


rr 
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_ The Mayhem of March Madness 


Preparing for yet 
another exciting 
finale to the NCAA 
season in 2009 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


Pa) It is the 


most wonder- 
ful time of the 
year, for col- 
| lege basketball 


that. is! It’s 
mid-March and 
the NCAA 


Basketball reg- 
ular season is 
“coming to an 
end. It’s time to look forward to the 
pinnacle tournament of the college 
hoop year, the March Madness 
Tournament from March 17 to April 
6. : 
The brackets have yet to be set 
due to the unfinished regular season 
but there are a few teams as predict- 
ed that will make the tournament and 
perhaps some underdogs, like last 
years 10th seeded Davidson Wildcats 
propelling to the Elite Eight under 
the leadership of Stephen Curry, son 
of former NBA player Del Curry.  ~ 

We would expect to see the same 
established Universities that have 
made the tournament consecutively 
in previous years such as the Duke 
Blue Devils, the North Carolina Tar 
Heels and last years returning 
champs the Kansas Jayhawks. The 
Jayhawks, however, will be without 


last year’s standout Mario Chalmers 
who was drafted into the NBA after 
last season. Duke’s performance in 
the tournament has been subpar the 
past few years. Last season they rep- 
resented the second seed in the West 
bracket but lost in the second round 
to the seventh seeded West Virginia. 
Duke is third this season in the ACC 
conference behind North Carolina 
and Wake Forest. The old reliables 
will always find their way into the 
tournament but how they prosper 
from there depends on the X factor 
players of the other teams. Last 
March was upset central until the 
Final Four, which was the first time 
in NCAA history that all four number 
one seeds were the last four teams 
standing. 

Much like the woes facing 
Kansas, a lot of other teams that 
stood out in the tournament last year 
lost vital players to the NBA. 
Stanford was the number three seed- 
ed team in the South, thanks to the 
playing ability of a couple of beastly 
siblings, the Lopez brothers, Brook 
and Robin. Both were drafted to the 
NBA after last season, so Stanford is 
not likely to make any splashes in the 
NCAA wave pool this year. The 
Kansas State Wildcats (yes, there are 
a lot of Wildcats) lost their main scor- 
ing threat in Michael Beasley to the 
Miami Heat and the number one 
seeded UCLA lost star power for- 
ward Kevin Love to the Minnesota 
Timberwolves, so don’t expect domi- 
nance from these teams but don’t 
count them out, especially UCLA 
who has established themselves as 
one of, if not, the elite teams in the 
west. 

There will be a few teams that 


advance farther than they have in the 
past thanks to the recruitment of tal- 
ent. Last season, the Oklahoma 
Sooners were bumped after the sec- 
ond round, but a year.of experience 
has helped enhance the performance 
of Blake Griffin, the main contender 
for the top spot in the NBA draft. 
Griffin has proven himself as a force 
to be reckoned with on the court with 
both talent and intensity. A mere two 
games after suffering a concussion he 
could be seen diving head first into 
the first row of seats, over the com- 
mentators table, to save a loose ball. 
Davidson hasn’t made national head- 
lines this season despite being ranked 
first in the Southern conference. 


Nevertheless, the individual perform- _ 
ance of Curry last year is enough to _ 


consider them contenders. Maybe 
they won’t prosper as far as the Elite 
Eight like in 2008 but they should be 
able to advance past the first round. 

What I love most about the 
March Madness tournament is the 
fact that it represents basketball in its 
purest form. Watching the college 
players that have yet to accept multi- 
million-dollar contracts and endorse- 
ment deals play the game adds «a 
spark to their play. It adds fuel to the 
fire, because as of now they’re play- 
ing for the love of the game but their 
also playing with the effort to make it 
to the big time. 

As I said before the brackets have 
yet to be solidified but the 2009 
March Madness tournament promis- 
es to be everything it has been in the 
past; two weeks filled with the most 
competitive college basketball from 
the best teams around the nation. 


World Baseball C 


Competition will not 
be short-handed in 
the 2009 World 
Baseball Classic 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


In 2006, Japan clinched the inau- 
gural World Baseball Classic, intro- 
ducing the world to the talents of 
players such as Daisuke Matsuzaka 
and former Red Sox player Adam 
Stern, who played great baseball for 
Canada despite not being able to do 
so in the Majors. The WBC repre- 
sents the Olympics of baseball, 
where the best players from around 
the globe fight for the honors of top 
nation on the diamond. The best of 
the best of the MLB return to their 
home countries to prove their domi- 
nance over the rest. Now it’s 2009 
and time for the second annual World 
Baseball Classic. 

The teams are broken up into 
four different pools. Pool A plays in 
Tokyo and includes team China, 
Chinese Taipei, Korea and the reign- 
ing champion Japan team featuring 
Matsuzaka of the Red Sox. The most 
feared team in Pool A has to be Japan 
despite losing to Korea for the top 
spot. Japan’s team consists of some 
of the top players that play here in 
America. Playing alongside Dice-K 
are other notable Japanese stars like 
Ichiro Suzuki who has done nothing 


but provide instant offense to the 
Seattle Mariners since joining their 
squad in 2001, as well as Tampa Bay 
Rays infielder Akinori Iwamura, and 
the Chicago Cubs luminous new 
recruit Kosuke Fukudome. 

Pool B consists of Australia, 
Cuba, Mexico and South Africa. The 
Mexico team consists of seventeen 
players collected from around Major 
League Baseball. Most of which 
don’t qualify as superstars but never- 
theless they have solid talent such as 
K-Rod, Francisco Rodriguez, whom 
set the new single season records for 
games saved last season, and San 
Diego Padres first basemen Adrian 
Gonzalez. 

The United States plays out of 
Toronto in Pool C along with Team 
Canada, Italy and Venezuela. The 
entire USA team is made up of all 
Major League Players, headlining the 


pitching staff is National leaguers 


Jake Peavy and Roy Oswalt, but the 
key to team USA is their undeterred 
offense. Last seasons MVP and Red 
Sox second.basemen Dustin Pedroia 
joins teammate Kevin Youkilis as a 
pair of infielders on the team as well 
as Derek Jeter, Chipper Jones, Jimmy 
Rollins and David Wright. With 
Atlanta’ Braves catcher Brian 
McCann, the best hitting catcher in 
the game, behind the plate, team 
USA appears to be in good shape. 
The only area of the team that could 
use some bolstering is the outfield. 
Only four outfielders are listed on 
Team USA’s WBC roster, Adam 
Dunn, Ryan Braun, Curtis 
Granderson and Shane Victorino. 
Although Granderson and Victorino 


provide plenty of speed and defense, 
their offensive numbers don’t stand 
out compared to the elite players of 
the game. ~ 

The final pool, Pool D, could be 
the most competitive of all the pools 
because of the number of Dominican 
and Puerto Rican players that are 
highly skilled when it comes to base- 
ball. The Dominican team would fea- 
ture Alex Rodriguez had he not elect- 
ed to have hip surgery this week, but 
regardless of A-Rods absence the 
team still has what it takes to com- 
pete at a ferocious rate. The two best 
shortstops in baseball, Jose Reyes of 


a 


MCTCampus Photo 


Oklahoma’s Blake Griffin sends a shot attempt by 


Texas Longhorn Justin Mason in the other direction - 


during a semifinals game of the Big 12 tournament. 


assic 2009 © 


the Mets and Hanley Ramirez of the 
Marlins, both play for the 
Dominicans. The rest of the roster 
reads like the starting line-up of an 
All-Star game. Pedro Martinez, 
Adrian Beltre, Robinson Cano, 
Edinson Volquez and Big’ Papi, 
David Ortiz, are just a few of the 
names of the Dominican players. 
Ivan “Pudge” Rodriguez, first base- 
men Carlos Delgado and _ outfielder 
Carlos Beltran headline the Puerto 
Rican team. Aside from the 
Dominican and Puerto Rican teams, 
Pool D also consists of a team from 
the Netherlands and a team from 


Panama. 


The first round of the tournament 


goes from March 5-12, the second 
round continues from 14-19 and the 
semifinals and finals will conclude 


between March 21 and 23, right . 


before the MLB regular season gets 
underway. Does team USA have 
what it takes to take down team Japan 
this year? Or will the Latino nations 
to the South prevail as the better 
baseball venues of 2009? The end of 
the 2009 World Baseball Classic will 
determine all. 


Daisuke Matsuzaka, top right, and Team Japan won the inaugural 2006 World 
Baseball Classic. Now, three years later, Team USA seeks retribution. 


_ Knights come close to tour- 
_nament berth but get 
derailed by Mass Bay 


By Curis RYAN 
2 Correspondent 
aan 


Mass Bay 
Community College 
_ stopped Northern Essex 
dead in their tracks in 
he Sweet 16 match up 
unday, March 8, in 


and ending hopes of a 
ae first ever Elite 8 bid for 
Coach Stratton’s squad. 


3 added 11 points and six rebounds in the loss. 
_. “They scored like 40 points in the first half 
_ and 30 of them came on threes.” 
The Knights, fresh off inspiring victories 
_ over Bunker Hill Wednesday, March 4,. and 
3 Springfield Tech just the night before, had 
_ their momentum halted by a far bigger and 
_ deeper Mass Bay lineup. Mass Bay crushed 
_ hopes of Northern Essex making a trip to New 
York for the Elite 8, an unprecedented accom- 
plishment for. the school’s men’s basketball 
program. 
“Sunday’s championship game was a great 
game. I was incredibly proud to see how they 


Knights Notebook 


came out and played after such a hard fought 
game on Saturday,” said Sue MacAvoy, 
Athletic Director at Northern Essex who was 
present for the entire playoff run. 

“They gave it all they had. In my opinion 
Mass Bay had depth and they just wore us 
out,” figured MacAvoy. 

Though the Knights trailed for most of the 
game, the large 15-point victory by Mass Bay 
was actually closer than the final score would 
suggest as the Knights were forced to foul late 
in the game. Apparently Mass Bay’s accurate 
outside shot was just too much for the Knights 
to account for all game long. 

“That’s what we can’t understand,” added 
a slightly befuddled Siri. “We had hands in 
their faces and they just kept making them.” 

Despite the loss, the Knights have quite 
the season to be proud of, and the heart they 
showcased during their momentous playoff 
tun is one attribute that just can’t be taught. 

The Knights look forward to next season, 
with six of their eight players returning. The 
team's leading scorer, Anthony Siri, one of the 
returning freshmen, made first-team All- 
Region XXI and is currently being looked at 
by seven Division III colleges. Sophomore 
Timothy Bent also received honorable men- 
tion for the All-Region team. 

“It ‘was a great season and one that the 


» coaches and players should all be very proud 


of. I can't wait ’til next year!” expressed 
MacAvoy. 

The Knights finished the season 16-11, 
just one game away from the NJCAA National 
Tournament. 


Extreme Sports: 
Boston Paintball 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 
4 i 
On Saturday, March 7, I took advantage of 
an open afternoon in my schedule to partake in 
an activity that I had never done before, paint- 
ball. It wasn’t that the idea of firing a weapon 
_ in the direction of another person doesn’t sound 
appealing; lord knows everybody gets angry 
sometimes, but the thought of being shot had 
turned me away from the activity. Throughout 
my life, I stayed away from the extreme sport 
of paintball, -mostly in part because of all the 
stories you hear afterwards, and the welts that 
you would observe, but Boston Paintball of 
Everett, Mass. provides paintball in a way that 
everybody can participate in. 
Since 2002, Boston Paintball, the largest 
indoor paintball facility in New England, has 
been providing the community of local patrons 
and tourists alike with the ability to engage in 
_ simulated warfare. Being a cowardly fellow 
who would only enlist if drafted, paintball 
seems to be the closest thing I would ever come 
to being a soldier. The indoor facility caters to 
all types of skill level. Whether or not it’s your 
first time or you’ve been playing for years, 


there will always be a game that is tailored to * 


your ability. You are allowed to provide your 
own equipment but if you don’t own equipment 


l 


they provide moderately priced rentals. When 
in competition they break you down into two 
groups, those who brought their weapons from 
home and those who rented them from Boston 
Paintball. The reason for this separation is 
because most people who bring their guns from 
home have higher powered guns. The rentals 
fire paintballs at a rate of 275 miles per hour. 
The guns people bring from home can shoot up 


~ to 500 mph. 


Despite having never played before, it 
turned into one of the most intense sporting 
events of my life. Two of my friends and I 
wound up staying there for the entire afternoon. 
My biggest fear, my reason for postponing this 
wonderful activity for so long, turned out to be 
nothing at all. For the most part, people fear 
being shot, not in the chest or the legs but in the 
places where I got hit. The first game we played 
I got shot in the finger, the tiniest most fragile 
bone in my body. If that wasn’t bad enough the 


second game out I got shot in the neck! But to 


my surprise it didn’t hurt whatsoever. After that 
I didn’t feel the need to protect myself as often 
as I did. I got lit up and I loved it. 

So, if you were like me, always enthralled 
by the idea of paintball but could never muster 
up enough backbone to try, give Boston 
Paintball a chance. It’s a high energy, war-like, 
indoor atmosphere but without the pain and 
agony of maximum pressurized paintball guns. 


Read the Observer online: 


‘  www.necc.mass.edu/observer 
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Weekly Sports Trivia ; 
QUESTIONS: 

1. How tall is an official goal in Soccer? | ~ 

2. Who is the only player in Washington 

Redskins history to have his number 
retired? 
3. Who was the first African American 
Head coach in the NBA? 

4. Who was the first MLB relief pitcher 
to win the Cy Young Award? i 

5. What NHL player has the most points 

in a single game with 6 goals and 4 
assists? 
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You want to 

transfer to a ’ 


e Catholic, coeducational college 


college that fits. 


At Merrimack 
College, we p 
make that easy. 


¢ Transfer application process and credit approval — both liberal and efficient 


e Academic and need-based scholarships available 


e Transfer admission for both fall and spring semesters 
¢ Majors offered through Liberal Arts, Science and Engineering, Business 


¢ Housing available to transfer students 


© Close to Boston with easy access to the city, beaches, ski resorts 
* Cooperative Education, Internships, Study Abroad available to 


transfer students 


Academic Excellence 


Accounting, Athletic Training, Biology /Biotechnology, Chemistry, 

Civil Engineering, Computer Science /Information Technology, 

Communication Studies, Criminology, Economics, Electrical & Computer 
Engineering, English, Fine Arts/Art and Art History/Digital Media Arts, 

Finance, French, Health Science, History, International Business, % 
Management/Sports Management, Marketing, Mathematics, Philosophy, 

Physics, Political Science, Psychology, Religious Studies, Romance Languages, 
Sociology, Spanish, Sports Medicine/ Pre-Physical Therapy/ 


Strength & Conditioning. 


Come Visit Us! 


* Attend.a Transfer Student Open House and take a tour 


(see www.merrimack.edu/register) 


¢ Schedule a personal visit with our Director of Transfer Admission. 
Call 978-837-5100 for an appointment. 


www.merrimack.edu ¢ 


admission@merrimack.edu °¢ 


978-837-5100 


Merrimack College 


NORTH ANDOVER, MA 
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The NECC chorus during a recent rehearsal for Stidente Salil a Hew oles Ot music Photos by Julie Varney 
their concert to be held on May 3. 
Maxwell Baptiste gives the piano a workout. Choral Director Alisa Bucchiere leads the group... =~ 


~Join a community that fosters 
change—tor yourself and the world. 


Lesley University is committed to making education transformative, accessible, and affordable. Our new offer 
of an $8,000 guaranteed annual scholarship to Northern Essex Community College graduates who choose 
to continue their studies at Lesley College or The Art Institute of Boston opens up our vibrant community | 
' to you. Lesley University is committed to educating socially conscious leaders in education, human services, 

the arts, and environmentalism. : ; 


Take the next step with Lesley and join us in waking up the world! 


Let's wake up the world Lesley College + The Art [icine BF Berea WWW. lesley.ed u/info/n essex 


